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St John’s Grammar School Old Scholar Association Incorporated  

“Rome Wasn't Built in a Day, But They Were Laying Bricks Every Hour.” 

John Heywood 

 

In the weeks since our last meeting, we have made some incremental progress but been 

somewhat hobbled by the challenges associated with COVID-19 and turnover of key staff at the 

school. Nevertheless, there have been welcome bright spots and surprises as well.  

In my view, I think we really need to try and pivot now to building our capability to actually 

deliver meaningful experiences for our Old Scholars. We have already approved – subject to 

some additional approvals at our next meeting – the vast of majority of the administrative 

foundation for the Association. If we can spend the coming months on delivering exciting 

events and opportunities and pull it off, I think it will go a long to way to cementing all the work 

we have already done.  

A summary of the previous months progress is outlined below. Key points include:  

• Correspondence with Chris Francis, de-facto organiser of an unaffiliated Old Scholars Cricket team, 

regarding supporting their end-of-season break-up event on the 16th of April and possibly spending some 

funds to purchase perpetual trophies for the team. In my view, this is a great success story to get around 

and if can support shows a model for others to follow.  

• The Old Scholars email is still not currently accessible, we have followed up with Dustin regarding the 

matter but this seems to be taking an extended period of time.  

• The website now has our governance material added along with all of the committee bios up! I am really 

happy that this is now up and it should be easier to keep this all current. However, we do not currently 

have functionality to upload ourselves and I am currently following that up.  

• The Welcome to the Old Scholars events was booked for at the Ed and invitations had been sent out. 

However, as the Top Guns event is currently being rescheduled (due to COVID). This event will now 

have to be organized at a later date when we have the rescheduled date.  

• Regarding our finances, Brenton MacDonald (not Howell the last Finance Manager) is currently 

onboarding at the school and as a result this has delayed progress towards signing a funding agreement. I 

have stated my desire and ability to meet this matter with him again. Promisingly, if we need funds in the 

short-term we can request (an unknown amount but I would assume minimal) directly from him via email. 

In my view, we should request funds to support Chris Francis and the delivery of a break-up event and to 

get some trophies.  

• Regarding our insurance, you would recall we received advice from the school that we were covered under 

their existing insurance policy. I am still waiting on advice regarding the exact coverage afforded to us 

under that policy.  

• Lewis has also begun drafting a governance handbook for the Association and assures me a rough draft 

will be available for consideration at our next meeting. Additionally, his assistance in crafting the sub-

committee terms of reference is greatly appreciated.  

• Finally, Ella and I received an email from the Junior School to attend a talk with the Year 6 cohort to talk 

about leadership and our personal journeys in that space. We are humbled to be asked to talk on this topic, 

as we are only in our formative years of holding leadership positions. However,  we hope to be able to 

impart some wisdom and represent the Old Scholars Association with great pride.  


