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Year 10, as the first year in the Senior School, is an exciting time for students at St John’s Grammar School. Students 

commence their SACE journey with the completion of the SACE Stage 1 Personal Learning Plan. They begin to determine 

the learning pathways they wish to take throughout their final years of secondary school.

As shown in the diagram below, Year 10 students undertake six core subjects. English, Science, Mathematics, Purposely 

Well/PE run for a full year, while PLP and History are semester courses. Students then have a maximum of four elective 

choices, keeping in mind that they may choose to study one elective for two semesters and this will limit the number of 

different electives they study overall. I encourage students to challenge themselves in their curriculum choices for Year 

10. This might be the perfect opportunity to try an elective they have not had the chance to study previously. On the 

other hand, if a student is already aware of their academic passions, then a year of focused, diligent study is sure to pay 

dividends in the years to come.

The subject offerings for Year 10 at St John’s Grammar School are robust and varied. The following pages provide an 

overview of each of the subjects offered in Year 10. Electives are listed alphabetically, with Stage 1 courses and information 

regarding VET at the end. Below you will also find key details regarding the subject selection process and key dates, 

including the Online Senior School Subject and Careers Evening.

Nick Raimondo

Leader of Learning and Curriculum

Introduction

Week 2

• Online Senior School Subject and Careers Evening Wednesday 28 July

• Students are given access codes, a password and the web address to enter their subject 

selections online via webpreferences

Weeks 2-3
• Students speak with relevant staff members and their parents to gain advice about 2022 

subject selection.

Week 3 • Subject selections for Years 10-12 (2022) entered on webpreferences by Friday 6 August

Week 4
• Formal subject selection interviews with students and parents are conducted in Week 4. 

Students’ subject selections are confirmed and finalised at these interviews.

Key Dates and Information for Subject 
Selection in Term 3
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Core Subjects
Year 10 English – Full Year

The Year 10 English course has an enhanced focus on text analysis and developing students’ ability to write and speak 

confidently for a range of purposes. Students will broaden their appreciation of literature by examining novels, poetry and 

plays, and encounter a range of genres, both classical and contemporary. Students will strengthen their critical writing skills 

as well as write creatively in a range of context. They will also complete spoken and multimodal presentations, focusing on 

their ability to engage or persuade an audience. The end of semester examination is a Critical Reading task. Topics studied 

include:

• Novel study

• Documentary study

• Comparative study

• Poetry study

• Persuasive speaking study

• Drama text study

• Creative writing production of texts

Furthermore, the English Enrichment Program in Year 10 allows students additional insights into units of study and 

broadens students’ appreciation of literary criticism and comparative analysis. The smaller English Foundation class in Year 

10 will focus on providing more individual attention and improving basic literacy skills. This course leads to the Year 11 

subjects: Stage 1 English, Stage 1 English Literary Studies and Stage 1 Essential English.

Year 10 Science – Full Year

Year 10 Sciences engages students in the study of Biological, Chemical, Physical, and Earth and Space sciences. Students 

explore systems at different scales and connect microscopic and macroscopic properties to explain phenomena. 

They learn about the biological, chemical, geological and physical evidence for different theories, and develop their 

understanding of atomic theory to understand relationships within the periodic table. They learn that motion and forces 

are related by applying physical laws, and they learn about the relationships between aspects of the living, physical and 

chemical world that are applied to systems on a local and global scale.

The course is designed to help students use the knowledge and skills they acquire to critically evaluate information and 

apply it in creative ways to solve problems. Students will develop their skills in evidence-based communication in a variety 

of formats, including the formulation of balanced ethical arguments. Year 10 topics studied include:

Genetics Motion and Energy

Evolution Our Energy Future

Cosmology The Periodic Table

Earth Systems Chemical Reactions

Successful completion of Year 10 Science leads to Biology, Chemistry and Physics at Stage 1 SACE level.



Year 10 Mathematics - Full Year

There are a range of different Mathematics subjects offered in Year 10. It is expected that students will choose one of the 

following options:

• Mathematics Essential

• Mathematics General

• Mathematics Advanced (including 10/10A material in preparation for Year 11 Methods) 

• Stage 1 Mathematical Methods (for students accelerated in Year 9 only)

The details for each course are below.

Year 10 Mathematics Essential

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Year 9 Mathematics or Year 9 Essential Mathematics

Topics focus upon developing sound numeracy skills that include carrying out calculations with and without calculators, 

simple straight-line graphs, ratios, financial mathematics and measurement where students learn to solve right-angled triangle 

problems including those involving direction and angles of elevation and depression. There is an emphasis on extending 

students’ mathematical skills in ways that apply to practical problem-solving in everyday and workplace contexts, in flexible 

and resourceful ways.

Assessment tasks include regular summative topic tests, assignments, directed investigations, homework tasks and projects. 

End of semester exams are held at the conclusion of each semester.

This course prepares students for Year 11 Essential Mathematics.

Year 10 Mathematics General

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Year 9 Mathematics

This course focuses on applied topics including financial mathematics, measurement, linear equations and graphs, 

trigonometry and statistics. The use of spreadsheets, geometry software and scientific and graphic calculators is 

extensive. Concepts covered include finding unknowns in formulas after substitution, making the connection between 

equations of relations and their graphs, comparing simple and compound interest in financial contexts and solving 

problems involving surface area and volume for a range of prisms, cylinders and composite solids.

Assessment tasks include regular summative topic tests, assignments, directed investigations, homework tasks and 

projects. Examinations are held at the conclusion of each semester.

This course prepares student for Year 11 General and Essential Mathematics courses.



Year 10 Advanced Mathematics

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Year 9 Mathematics. Note that this course is also suitable for Year 9 accelerated 

students who choose not to participate in Stage 1 Methods as Year 10 students. Previously accelerated students should read 

the note (*) below that only applies to them. 

This course continues to build on the concepts and methods taught in Year 9. Students will work with linear and quadratic 

functions, simple and compound interest, statistical relationships, measurement and trigonometry. Students’ skills in the 

appropriate use of graphics calculators and computer applications continue to be developed. The importance of presenting, 

rationalising and applying mathematical knowledge is a focus of the program.  

Student learning includes applying the four operations to algebraic fractions, finding unknowns in formulas after substitution, 

making the connection between equations of relations and their graphs and determining probabilities of two- and three-step 

experiments 

Note (*) Students who have previously been accelerated in Year 9 will form part of a class that is specifically designed for this 

pathway. They will use new texts to consolidate and develop further understanding in the fields of algebra including subtopics 

such as indices, radicals and surds, algebraic fractions and trigonometry in three dimensions. Advanced topics studied later 

in the year, include an introduction to logarithms, conditional probability, as well as exploring both the factor and remainder 

theorems in the study of polynomials 

Assessment tasks include regular summative topic tests, assignments, directed investigations, homework tasks and projects. 

Exams are held at the end of each semester. 

Stage 1 Mathematical Methods

Prerequisites: Successful completion of the Year 10 Mathematics 10/10A course with an A or A+ grade. A discussion with the 

Head of Mathematics is essential before selecting this option. 

This is a Stage 1 SACE course. Students must achieve a C grade or higher in 10 credits (1 semester) of a Mathematics subject 

to gain their SACE. Mathematical Methods includes the topics of Functions and Graphs, Polynomials, Trigonometry, Counting 

& Statistics, Introductory Calculus and Growth and Decay. The development of skills of investigating, analysing, evaluating 

and inferring form a crucial part of the program, highlighted by the many investigative tasks and project work incorporated. 

Technological tools (graphics calculators and graphing/geometric software) are extensively employed. Assessment includes 

summative tests and investigations. Examinations occur at the end of both semesters. The course is a pre-requisite for the 

Stage 2 subject Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics and must be studied for both semesters if a student 

wishes to proceed onto these courses.



Personal Learning Plan (PLP) 

The Personal Learning Plan is a compulsory SACE Stage 1 subject undertaken by Year 10 students, in which they must earn 

a C grade or better in order to be eligible to achieve their SACE. It introduces the SACE General Capabilities to students 

and enables them to identify and explore their personal and learning goals. Students investigate future career options and 

volunteering opportunities and participate in a work experience program. They develop job application letters and resumes 

and participate in mock job interviews. Students evaluate how newly acquired knowledge and career related skills will help 

them transition into the workforce. Students also reflect on their development of the Personal and Social capability and other 

capabilities relevant to their goals. They review their goals and reflect on the effectiveness of strategies to achieve them.

Year 10 Physical Education 

Students will further develop their skills and tactical awareness by specialising in a range of individual, partner and team sports 

and recreational activities. They will build on their experiences in leadership and strategic thinking a game sense approach to 

sports and activities. 

Students will be assessed in accordance to the Australian Curriculum, considering students’ development in Leadership, 

Respect/ Responsibility, Performance/Ability and Feedback/Analysis.

Year 10 Purposely Well - Full Year

Purposely Well is a core subject at Year 10 and builds on the learning experienced in the Rite Journey program at Year 9. The 

focus is on assisting the transition to Senior School and young adulthood through exploration of a range of contemporary 

topics that will help students explore their health and wellbeing, their core beliefs and values, and their role as active citizens 

in our community, and the wider world. 

Students will engage in units focused on:

• Wellbeing

• Diversity

• Healthy Relationships

• Ethical decision-making relating to drugs and alcohol

• Mental toughness and resilience

• Citizenship and Community Service

This course is part of the Health and Personal Development Learning area and will address the Australian Curriculum General 

capabilities of Personal and Social capability, Ethical Understanding and Critical and Creative thinking. 



Year 10 History – One Semester

This course, entitled ‘The Modern World and Australia: 1918 to the Present,’ covers important features of the period as part 

of an expansive chronology that helps students understand broad patterns of historical change. The focus is on Australia and 

the wider world. There are four major topics:

• An overview, which looks at a broad range of topics including the inter-war years, the post war settlements, the 

Roaring 20s and the Great Depression

• The Second World War

• Rights and Freedoms in Australia since 1945

• The Globalising World OR Popular Culture 1960 to the present OR Environmental movements OR Migration Experiences

Students will complete four summative assessments, one of which will be an individual investigation on a topic of their 

choice from the period 1918 to the present. A range of formative and developmental assessments will also be undertaken. 

The semester will conclude with an examination. 

Students also have an option to study a further semester of Year 10 History by choosing World History (see below). 

This course leads to Stage 1 Modern History.



Elective Subjects
Year 10 Digital Technologies – One Semester 

Prerequisites:  It is strongly recommended that students complete 9 Digital Technologies prior to enrolling in this course. 

Students who would like to enrol in this course but have not completed 9 Digital Technologies should discuss this option with 

Mr Rosadoni.

Learning in 10 Digital Technologies leverages Visual Basic and GML languages to further develop understanding and skills in 

computational thinking, designing and developing programs to satisfy identified needs.

An increased focus on data analysis is pursued, with students analysing datasets to arrive at conclusions and make 

predictions, developing their own data, and making program design decisions based on their own analysis. This course leads 

to Stage 1 Digital Technologies.

Year 10 Drama – One or Two Semesters

Prerequisites: Students must be prepared to work in team situations, spend time rehearsing outside of school hours and be 

willing to perform to the school community.

Students will extend and refine performance skills through improvisation and polished work to a live audience. Students will 

view live professional theatre and develop the ability to analyse drama through discussion and writing. Students will discover 

the past and present context of drama through analysis and enactment. A willingness to work in groups, and to rehearse and 

perform outside of school hours is essential.

Semester 1:  Exit Stage Left The key areas studied are a Group Production Performance (onstage/public performance); 

Theatre Performance Skills; Technical skills for Theatre; Lighting & Sound; and Designers – Costumes, Set & Props.

Semester 2:  Now for Something Completely Different The key areas studied are Alternative Theatre, Anti-Theatre and 

Physical Theatre.

In both semester courses, elements of study will include:

• Group production

• Monologue

• A Theatre Genre/Text study

• Improvisation

• Technical Theatre (Level 3)

• Review Writing



Year 10 Enterprise and Law – One Semester

Year 10 Enterprise and Law is the continuation of Year 9 Enterprise, although completion of the Year 9 course is not required 

for students wishing to start in Year 10. 

Enterprise and Law is a subject designed to explore the economics and civics and citizenship strands of the Australian 

Curriculum. There is a focus on business and economics and the Australian justice systems. Students will explore the 

foundations of the Australian Legal and Parliamentary system and gain an insight into how effective the justice system is. 

Furthermore, students will learn about Australia’s position in the global marketplace, and the ways Australian businesses are 

responding to change from a global perspective. Design Thinking practices will be utilised to engage in finding solutions 

within a business context by working with existing and hypothetical businesses. Students will learn the requirements of a 

good business pitch, and how to utilise their problem-solving skills in the real world. Assessment will consist of combinations 

of reports, investigations and classroom simulations.  Students will debate current issues in society and consider how they 

relate to the Australian legal and business environments.

Year 10 Food Technology – One Semester

Students develop skills in preparing simple, healthy, satisfying meals within both time and budget constraints. Students 

continue to develop their understanding of kitchen safety, hygiene, nutrition, technology, food preparation, and presentation 

of both sweet and savoury dishes. In developing menu plans students identify nutritional needs and cost-effective ways of 

meeting these criteria. Students use the Design Model to investigate, plan, and make their own dishes. The Australian Guide 

to Health Eating is used to analyse and improve personal and community food choices.

The assessment for this course comprises a series of theory and practical tasks. Students will be assessed in accordance with 

the Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards for Design and Technology.

Year 10 Geography – One Semester

There are two topics covered in this course: Environmental Change and Management and Geographies of Human Wellbeing.

Environmental Change and Management focuses on investigating environmental geography through an in-depth study of 

river ecosystems. Geographies of Human Wellbeing focuses on investigating global, national and local differences in human 

wellbeing between places. This unit examines the different concepts and measures of human wellbeing, and the causes of 

global differences in these measures between countries. Students explore spatial differences in wellbeing within and between 

countries and evaluate the differences from a variety of perspectives. They explore programs designed to reduce the gap 

between differences in wellbeing. These distinctive aspects of human wellbeing are investigated using studies drawn from 

Australia and SE Asia.  

Assessment includes a field trip and subsequent report, an environmental impact assessment examining the impacts of dams 

on the Mekong and investigations into human well-being in Australia and a country in SE Asia. This course leads to Stage 1 

Geography. 



Year 10 World History – One Semester

This course provides an elective option for students interested in studying modern history after World War 2. The three major 

topics are:  

•  The Vietnam War  

• Communist China under Mao Zedong  

• The Rise and Fall of Apartheid in South Africa  

Students will complete four summative assessments, one of which will be an individual investigation on a topic of their 

choice from the period 1750 to the present. A range of formative and developmental assessments will also be undertaken. 

This course leads to Stage 1 SACE Modern History. 

Year 10 Media Arts – One or Two Semesters

Media Arts: Advertising & Promotional Media 

This fast-paced course applies the skills of media production to the world of advertising and promotional media. Students 

hone their scripting, film and audio production skills as they create advertisements, instructional and promotional videos. 

There is a strong emphasis on meeting the needs of the client and targeting the messaging accordingly. Promoting a 

product or cause is a fantastic context for refining skills in camera work, lighting and sound production to reach audiences 

in persuasive and moving ways. Where possible, students pitch their marketing campaigns to relevant industry experts for 

feedback. Possible production briefs include: 

• Ethical advertising: Promoting a cause 

• Ice to Eskimos: Selling the unsellable 

• Videos that teach: Creating instructional videos that stick 

• Promoting a local cause: Pitch your advertising skills to a local organisation or business 

The skills learned in this course have very broad application, in and beyond school, and students are encouraged to produce 

content for their own ongoing media portfolios.  

Media Arts: Film Production Advanced 

This course builds on students’ filmmaking skills with a series of challenges that target specific areas of film production. The 

goal of all good filmmaking is storytelling: this course challenges students to push beyond the rudiments of putting a film 

together to actually tell stories that captivate audiences. Each of the challenges invites students to ‘learn from the masters’ 

as they closely observe award-winning feature films and reproduce aspects of key scenes in creative ways. The challenges 

include: 

• Fight scenes: special effects and audio 

• Lighting for horror and romance 

• Crime scenes: Rack focus and zoom 

• Filming dialogue 

• Action and chase scenes: using gimbal and drone footage 

The skills learned in this course have very broad application, in and beyond school, and students are encouraged to produce 

content for their own ongoing media portfolios.  



Year 10 Music – One or Two Semesters 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Year 8 or 9 Music. If students did not elect Music in Year 8 or 9 students are 

expected to have had pre-musical training and theory knowledge. All students are expected to have had at least 2 

years of instrumental tuition on their chosen instrument/voice and continue lessons during the course of the year. 

Students must achieve a C grade or higher in Year 9 Music or have equivalent AMEB Grade 2 standard. Year 10 Music 

allows students to refine their theory skills and prepares these students for solo performance, independent ensemble 

performances, and provides them with Music industry skills. Topics studied include:

• PA setup and sound desk operation

• Song writing and recording

• Score reading and listening analysis

• Solo Performance 

• Jazz Music – characteristics, elements and jazz standards 

• Classical Music – periods, elements, composers

For the practical component students are assigned to a small ensemble consisting of members from the class. Students 

are expected to research and arrange repertoire, rehearse, perform and evaluate their musical performance within these 

ensembles, with the aim that the ensemble is student directed. 

 

Year 10 Philosophy – One Semester 

This course traces philosophical themes from the Ancient Greeks to Enlightenment philosophers. It includes a mixture of 

the Philosophy of Science, Religion, Politics and Ethics. The course encourages students to think critically about issues, 

to see other viewpoints, to appreciate the concept of a worldview, and to identify their own worldviews. It also provides a 

significant amount of historical background material for Philosophy courses undertaken at SACE level. Critical and creative 

thinking skills are encouraged. Students are also encouraged to examine the evidence for their beliefs and to appreciate 

sound reasoned arguments. Discussions are obviously very important as students explore their ideas. Assessment focuses 

both on factual knowledge of the ideas of some of the philosophers and on the development of each student’s own ideas. 

This course leads to Stage 1 Philosophy.

Year 10 Psychology – One Semester

This elective course introduces students to the goals of psychological science; that is, to understand, explain, predict and 

modify behaviour. For, psychology is the science that seeks to understand behaviour and mental processes, including 

thoughts, emotions, and motivations. The subject will build on the content of the Foundation to Year 10 Australian 

Curriculum: Science. In particular, students will be provided with opportunities to explore the theories and evidence that 

frame our understanding of human behaviour, using scientific methods. However, this subject will not only enable students 

to have the opportunity to become familiar with the theories, evidence, and methods of psychological science, but also to 

apply psychological principles in their own lives. Moreover, this subject will prepare students for Stage 1 and 2 Psychology 

within the SACE curriculum. Students will study a range of topics including the biopsychosocial model, positive psychology, 

and research methods in psychological science.  



Year 10 Sports Science – One Semester 

This course is for students who enjoy physical activity and want to develop a deeper understanding of factors affecting 

performance. It offers an introduction to the analysis and application of physiological, technological and biomechanical 

principles of physical activity. This course is suggested for students who wish to undertake Stage 1 and 2 Physical Education. 

Topics will include:

• Energy systems as they apply to physical activity

• Fitness principles and methods of training 

• Skills learning

• Game analysis and tactical development

Students will have the opportunity to use current sports technology such as GPS tracking devices, heart rate monitors and 

video analysis to analyse and improve their performance. Students will also further develop their skills, knowledge and tactical 

understanding in a range of physical activities. There will be an emphasis on tactical awareness. Students will be assessed 

in accordance to the Australian Curriculum considering students’ development in Leadership, Respect/ Responsibility, 

Performance/Ability and Feedback/Analysis.

Year 10 Technology – Energy Systems and CAD – One Semester

Prerequisites – Satisfactory completion of 9 Systems Technology or Digital Technologies

This course continues from Year 9 and focuses on the areas of: 

• Energy: Renewable and non-renewable energy sources

• Electronics: Semiconductors, Integrated circuits, modelling circuits, operational applications

• Mechanical systems: forms of motion and conversion of energy, application of mechanical advantage, power transfer 

and drive systems.. 

• Computer Aided Design: Mechanical Design and Architectural Design, 3D prototyping and CAM systems 

This course leads to Stage 1 Industrial and Entrepreneurial Solutions (CAD). 

Year 10 Material Solutions – Manufacturing – One or Two Semesters

This course further develops students’ design and manufacturing skills with an emphasis on production and manufacture of 

designed furniture products. Students increase their repertoire of skills to more advanced manufacturing processes, tools and 

equipment, and use materials in increasingly sophisticated ways to create effective solutions to design challenges. 

The course focuses on the areas of:

• Designing: Problem solving, researching, communicating ideas, technical drawing, CAD, developing a design folio.

• Making: Safety, further development of the use of tools, machines and equipment in more advanced manufacturing 

techniques.

• Evaluating: Evaluation of commercial products, the students’ own work and processes used; an investigation into the 

impact of an aspect of technology on individuals, society or the environment.

This unit leads to Stage 1 Technology – Material solutions (Construction).



Year 10 Visual Arts - Painting, Drawing, Printmaking & Sculpture - One or Two Semesters

This course is offered in Semester 1 and 2 and will incorporate a study of both Art and Design components per semester 

unit. This course is a recommended pre-requisite for Stage 1 Art and/or Design and provides opportunities for students to 

further develop their skills and abilities in the Visual Arts. Greater emphasis will be placed on the generation of original ideas 

and the development of appropriate support material for major art works.

The process of art and design is explored in greater depth as students refine their skills and abilities to research and 

communicate their ideas using a variety of media and forms of presentation. Students will have opportunities to integrate 

and build upon computing skills used in the presentation of final concepts. Students are encouraged to develop their ability 

to work independently using selected media and approaches. The students have the opportunity to develop their skills using 

a wide range of media that they can apply to their ideas in the Visual Arts. An historical overview of major Art movements is 

undertaken at this level. Increasing emphasis is placed on the refinement of written analysis and the use of subject specific 

terminology. Written analysis of students’ own ideas and using the ideas of other designers is undertaken at this level and 

leads to the more formal aspects of SACE Stage 1 Design. Two semester units (a full year of study) is strongly recommended.

Year 10 Visual Arts – Contemporary Craft & Design – One or Two Semesters

This course is a continuation from the Year 9 Art-Design course but, can also be started at this point. It is a recommended 

prerequisite for Stage 1 Design or Art.

Distinct areas of Visual Communication, Product Design and Environmental Design and other areas of Design will be explored. 

This course reinforces prior learning in Design and Craft and specifically looks at the construction of ‘briefs’ and their formulation.

Design as applied within the Crafts is also an area of study where Photography, multimedia and jewellery are included. Students are 

encouraged to work creatively, exploring multiple design ideas, problem solving and realising their design ideas as a functioning 

solution. This course looks at terminology used in the field of design and gives the students an opportunity to work on their own 

ideas using the skills they form in the earlier part of the course in a more independent manner. Written analysis of both students’ 

own ideas and using the ideas of other designers is undertaken at this level and leads to the more formal aspects of SACE Stage 

1 Design. Two semester units (a full year of study) is strongly recommended.

Year 10 World History – One Semester

This course provides an elective option for students interested in studying a year of History in Year 10. The three major topics 

are:

• The Vietnam War

• The Rise and Fall of Apartheid in South Africa

• Communist China under Mao Zedong

Students will complete four summative assessments, one of which will be an individual investigation on a topic of their choice 

from the period 1918 to the present. A range of formative and developmental assessments will also be undertaken.

The semester will conclude with an examination. This course leads to Stage 1 SACE Modern History.



Stage 1 Indonesian Continuers – Full Year (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: successful completion of Year 9 Indonesian. This is a Stage 1 SACE course. 

This course seeks to extend students’ communication skills acquired in previous years and to build the number of useful 

language functions upon which students may draw in realistic situations. It focuses on topics which students are likely to 

encounter in the Indonesian context. This course will develop students’ ability to express themselves in a variety of genres and 

will cover the language and grammar necessary to:

• Compare and contrast important cultural ceremonies and celebrations in their culture with those in various places in 

Indonesia

• Express and justify their opinions on film, social media and music

• Discuss their future aspirations

• Discuss the impact and sustainability of the tourism industry

Assessment is in accordance with the SACE Stage 1 assessment guidelines. Assessment tasks will fall under the three SACE 

strands of Communication, Understanding Language and Understanding Culture.

Stage 1 Japanese Continuers – Full Year (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of Year 9 Japanese. This is a SACE Stage 1 course.  Stage 1 Japanese aims to 

extend written and spoken communication skills and allow students to take their learning to the next level. Sound 

knowledge of Hiragana and Katakana and Kanji studied at Year 9 are assumed. 

In this course, students will learn language to discuss ordering and buying food in restaurants and supermarkets, 

communicate while on exchange in Japan, write in a range of genres as well as research aspects of traditional and 

modern Japan in Investigative Tasks. This can then be used authentically as students in Year 9, 10 and 11 have the 

opportunity to be part of the biannual trip to Japan allowing them to experience another culture first hand. As in 

previous years, oral, listening and writing skills are emphasised. Authentic audiences are sourced using technology 

allowing us to Skype our sister school students in Japan while in class. 

Assessment is planned to cater for all students and involves listening, oral and writing tasks and tests. Tasks include 

oral interviews and presentations, short essays, letters and stories. More complex written and oral tasks are designed 

to prepare students for SACE Stage 2 Japanese. Students start to develop a more independent approach to language 

acquisition, and are encouraged to build a personally relevant store of vocabulary to suit authentic situations.



(VET) Vocational Education and Training
Vocational Education and Training (VET) forms an integral part of the Australian education system. The sector partners 

with industry and government to equip people, particularly younger people, with workplace-specific skills and knowledge 

designed to meet current and future employment demands. Vocational Education and Training in schools involves courses 

in a range of areas that are vocationally oriented. Various private providers and TAFE offer these courses. Students may study 

the courses off-site, sometimes at other schools and they often involve a work placement component. Courses are nationally 

accredited, offer SACE credits and may help TAFE or even university entry. They can also be a pathway into apprenticeships 

and the workforce. The courses are offered both during school and after hours and a fee applies. 

For details of courses available and enrolment procedures, please contact VET Coordinator, Virginia Castine, via email 

vcastine@stjohns.sa.edu.au
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Subject Pathways   Humanities
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Subject Pathways   Performing Arts

7-10 Music

SACE Stage 2 
Music Performance 
Solo and Ensemble

SACE 
Stage 2 
Drama

SACE Stage 1 Drama

7-10 Drama

Ideal pathway

Possible pathway

SACE Stage 2 
Music Explorations

SACE Stage 1 Music



Subject Pathways   Technologies

SACE Stage 1 
Material 
Solutions

SACE Stage 1 
Digital 

Communications 
Solutions (CAD)

Ideal pathway

Possible pathway

SACE Stage 1 
Food & 

Hospitality

SACE Stage 1 
Digital 

Technologies

SACE Stage 2 
Material 
Solutions

(Construction)

SACE Stage 2 
Digital 

Communications 
Solutions (CAD)

SACE Stage 2 
Food & 

Hospitality

SACE Stage 2 
Digital 

Technologies

10 Material 
Solutions

10 Digital 
Technologies

10 Food 
Technology

10 Energy 
Systems & 

CAD

8-9 Material 
Solutions 

(Manufacturing)

7-9 Digital 
Technologies

8-9 Food 
Technology

8 Control
Systems & 

CAD

9 Motion
Systems & 

CAD



Subject Pathways   Visual Arts

SACE Stage 1 
Visual Arts -

Design

SACE Stage 2 Visual Arts 
(Art or Design)

SACE Stage 1 Visual 
Arts – Art

Ideal pathway

Possible pathway

SACE Stage 2 
Media

SACE Stage 1 
Media

10 Media Arts: 
Advertising, 

Promotion and 
Advanced Film 

Production

9 Media Arts: 
Film 

Production, 
Digital film and 

New Media

10 Visual Arts –
Painting, Drawing, 
Printmaking and 

Sculpture

Year 7-9 Visual Arts –
Painting, Drawing, 
Printmaking and 

Sculpture

10 Visual Arts –
Contemporary Craft 

& Design

Year 7-9 Visual Arts 
– Contemporary 
Craft & Design



Subject Pathways   Physical Education

SACE Stage 2 
Physical 

Education

SACE Stage 1 
Physical 

Education

10 Sports Science

Ideal pathway

Possible pathway

9 Sport in the 
Community

10 Physical Education

7-9 Physical Education



Subject Pathways   Health & PD

7-8 Wings

Ideal pathway

Possible pathway

9 Rite Journey

10 Purposely Well

SACE Stage 1 Health and Wellbeing

SACE Stage 2 Health and Wellbeing



Subject Pathways   Enterprise

Ideal pathway

Possible pathway

SACE Stage 2 
Accounting

SACE Stage 1 
Accounting

SACE Stage 2 
Legal studies

SACE Stage 1 
Legal studies

SACE Stage 2 
Business 

Innovation

SACE Stage 1 
Business 

Innovation

10 Enterprise & 
Law

9 Enterprise

SACE Stage 1 
Personal 

Learning Plan 
(Year 10 

compulsory)

7-10 Humanities



Subject Pathways   Languages

10 Indonesian 
(SACE Stage 1)

10 Japanese (SACE 
Stage 1)

Ideal pathway

Possible pathway

11 Indonesian 
(SACE Stage 2)

11 Japanese (SACE 
Stage 2)

7-9 Indonesian 7-9 Japanese

SACE Stage 1 
Chinese 

(Background 
speakers)

SACE Stage 2 
Chinese 

(Background 
speakers)



ATAR: Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank

The ATAR is an indicator of how well a student has performed 

relative to other students in the Australia-wide cohort. It is the 

primary measure for entry into undergraduate-entry university 

programs in Australia. To obtain an ATAR students must 

complete the SACE, ensuring that a minimum of 90 credits 

are achieved in Stage 2 subjects. Certain VET courses qualify 

for 20 Stage 2 credits toward the ATAR. 

Core Subjects

Core subjects are compulsory subjects that all St John’s 

Grammar School students undertake. The core subjects 

change at different year levels, although English and 

Mathematics remain core subjects from Years 7 – 11. 

Electives

Subjects that students choose to study. Electives at different 

year levels are offered as semester-long or year-long courses. 

SACE

The South Australian Certificate of Education.

SACE Credits

The SACE is a credit-based qualification. Students must gain 

at least 200 credits to be awarded the SACE. Credits are 

awarded both at Stage 1 and Stage 2 level; these correspond 

with Year 11 and Year 12 level courses respectively. A 10-credit 

subject consists of approximately 60 hours of programmed 

teaching and learning time, and is generally considered to 

be a one-semester or half-year subject. A 20-credit subject 

consists of approximately 120 hours of programmed teaching 

and learning time, and is generally considered to be a full-

year subject. Stage 1 credits contribute to the 200 total credits 

required for SACE completion, but cannot contribute toward 

a student’s ATAR.

Stage 1 

Is usually undertaken in Year 11. There are three compulsory 

Stage 1 requirements that most students complete in Year 10 

and 11: Achieving a C grade or higher in the PLP in Year 10, 

plus two semesters of Stage 1 English, and achieving a C grade 

or higher in at least one semester of Stage 1 Mathematics. 

Stage 2 

Is usually undertaken in Year 12. Following Stage 1, students 

earn the remainder of the 200 credits they need to complete 

their SACE. To achieve the SACE, at least 60 of the 200 credits 

must be earned in Stage 2, and these must be three 20-credit 

(full-year) subjects, or the VET equivalent.

Vocational Education and Training (VET)

Any training and assessment delivered by a registered training 

organisation that meets the requirements specified in national 

industry/enterprise training packages or in accredited courses. 

VET operates through training packages and state-accredited 

courses that are nationally recognised and registered by the 

National Training Information Service (NTIS).

Web Preferences 

An online application through which students and parents 

enter students’ subject selections. Information, including 

your child’s log in and subject selection instructions, will be 

distributed in Term 3. 

Subject Selection Glossary


	Year 10 Subject Selection
	Pathways 2022 SJGS

