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the 
artists

is a renowned 
South Australian 
artist drawing 
from the natural 
environment 
surrounding her 
home. Dana 
has created a 
signature style 
that embraces 
Australia’s native 
flora and fauna. 
Using a subdued 
colour palette 
with emphasis 
on the natural 
characteristics of 
her subjects, this 
kangaroo “FLORA” 
will be a statement 
piece in any 
environment.

Dana 
Kinter

uses clean lines, 
vivid colours 
and solid shapes 
to make up 
his endearing 
characters. Dan’s 
art, although 
addressing 
dilemmas of 
modern day 
society such as 
consumerism, 
the environment 
and freedom, are 
still imbued with 
a playful humour 
and humbleness 
that make them 
completely 
unpretentious and 
accessible to all 
audiences. 
“Basil” is imbued 
with the slight 
madness that we 
have experienced 
in 2020, but at 
the same time 
those damaged 
individuals are still 
smiling. It’s about 
the stiff upper lip: 
you may be going 
crazy but you do 
your best to keep 
smiling as there 
are still many 
positives in the 
world.

is a Kaurna elder 
and has worked 
with St John’s 
Grammar staff and 
students to build 
relationships and 
develop genuine 
understanding of 
Kaurna culture and 
language. 
The “Tamaroo” 
kangaroo is 
in honour of 
our friend and 
educator who has 
taught us about 
his Kaurna totem 
pattern which 
adorns the body 
of the kangaroo, 
along with a 
Banba- Ban-Balya: 
symbolising the 
people who have 
come together to 
learn about culture 
and country on 
Kaurna land. 

Ty’s interest in steel 
and wire animal 
sculpture has 
developed from 
a culmination of 
personal interests.
A life time of living 
on the land,  a 
family interest 
in breeding and 
competing with 
horses and the 
family engineering  
business have all 
been contributing 
inspiration for 
many of the 
sculptures that he 
has completed.
Since beginning 
sculpting in 2008 
he has won 
many awards 
and has been 
commissioned for 
several public and 
private installations   
locally, nationally 
and abroad.

Dan 
Withey

Uncle 
Tamaru

Ty 
Manning



is an established 
artist from 
Adelaide and also 
works as Tarnanthi 
Education Officer 
at the Art Gallery 
of South Australia. 
Thomas has 
recently been 
working on large 
scale murals such 
as “Onwards and 
Upwards” for the 
Big Picture Festival, 
“The Journey” for 
Wonderwalls 2017, 
“Plato” for Praxis 
ARTSPACE Studios, 
“Into the Light” for 
Tarnanthi 2019 
with Elizabeth 
Close, “Butterfly” 
for Department for 
Planning, Transport 
and Infrastructure, 
Seaford Railway 
Station + many 
more. 
“Roodette” 
demonstrates 
Thomas’ flexibility 
of medium and 
skill in achieving 
realism with 
spray cans on 
large and diverse 
proportions. 

embraces her 
genuine love of 
colour to create 
unique and joyfully 
vibrant artwork. 
Tiff pushes the 
boundaries of 
art and design 
and works with 
inspiring materials 
in unconventional 
ways. Tiff’s pieces 
are instantly 
recognisable, 
exhibited in 
beautiful locations 
and adored by 
thousands around 
the world.
“Priscilla” was 
painted in 2017 
as part of an 
arts camp at St 
John’s Grammar 
School. Students 
observed Tiff paint 
the kangaroo the 
day after they saw 
the stage show 
Priscilla. They 
thought this was 
a fitting name for 
the flamboyant 
sculpture!

Watching artists 
approach their 
work in different 
styles and 
techniques has 
been a wonderful 
benefit to the work 
we do within our 
classrooms. The 
Arts can contribute 
to society in 
numerous ways 
and the reaction 
to last Summer’s 
devastating 
bushfires was 
met with inspiring 
efforts from artists 
around the globe. 
“Rusty” has been 
painted by the 
students and 
staff of St John’s 
Grammar School. 
Learning about 
painterly effects 
and chemical 
reactions has 
been part of 
the learning 
experience of this 
project. 

Thomas 
Readett

Tiff 
Manuell

St John’s 
Grammar

A TROOP 
refers to a 

collective of 
Kangaroos 

and is an 
Australian 

colloquialism 
meaning a 

person who 
is reliable 

and doesn’t 
complain; a 
term that’s 

fitting for the 
thousands of 

volunteers 
who assist 
in times of 

crisis.



What is the tROOper Project?
Eight life-sized sculptures of 
kangaroos, painted or sculpted by 
highly renowned South Australian 
artists and 10 miniature kangaroo 
sculptures will be auctioned to raise 
money for SA bushfire relief projects.

What is it raising money for?
100% of money raised will be 
distributed to The Glossy Black 
Cockatoo Project and Kangala 
Wildlife Rescue. These projects 
are assisting wildlife recovery on 
Kangaroo Island following the 2020 
bushfire devastation.

How do I view or bid on the pieces?
Viewings from 15 February can be 
organised by contacting Julie at 
jmullner@stjohns.sa.edu.au. If you 
wish to bid, please register your 
interest at 2pm on auction day. 

#tROOperprojectau

The Artists
Dana Kinter, Dan Withey, Uncle 
Tamaru, Thomas Readett, Ty 
Manning, Tiff Manuell, the APY 
Art Collective and the students 
of St John’s Grammar

Credit Union South Australia

Art Gallery of South Australia

St John’s Grammar Parents & 

Friends Association

Enormous thanks
and gratitude to

@whitechapelartgallery

Follow us on instagram


