
Year 9
Subject Selection



Year 9 – the final year of Middle School – is an important, action-packed 12 months at St John’s Grammar School. Core 

subjects build upon and broaden students’ knowledge and skills in English, Science, Mathematics, Physical Education and 

Humanities. Students also undertake The Rite Journey; a highly rewarding program that leads to a brilliant Year 9 camp in the 

Flinders Ranges. 

As shown in the diagram below, students choose four semesters of elective subjects in Year 9. Some electives are offered as 

single-semester courses, while others can be studied for one or two semesters. The study of Languages is not compulsory, 

as it is in Years 7 and 8, but students can select Indonesian or Japanese for a full year as one of their elective subjects. 

The pages that follow in this booklet provide an overview of each of the courses offered in Year 9, starting with core 

compulsory subjects and followed by electives. A Term 3 Subject Information Session will take place during the school day 

for current Year 7 and 8 students to help them make the best decisions for their learning in 2021. 

Nick Raimondo

Leader of Learning and Curriculum

Introduction
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Core Subjects
Year 9 English – Full Year

The study of English in Year 9 will continue to enhance students’ analytical skills and proficiency in using the English language 

for increasingly complex purposes. Students will develop their appreciation of literature and everyday texts, including novels, 

film, short stories and media texts, exploring the ways language is used to convey ideas and influence audiences. A particular 

focus will be on digital media and its role and application in contemporary society. 

The emphasis will continue to be on developing each student’s ability to discuss and analyse texts and use language 

critically as students present reasoned arguments with accurate expression. Students will use technology to enhance their 

communication skills and, through choices offered, will be able to learn additional skills with which to publish their own 

creative work. Texts selected for class study will give students the opportunity to explore not only the past and present, but 

also issues related to contemporary society and the ways we interact with our community. Students will be assessed through 

a variety of tasks, including formal essays, creative texts, multimodal presentations and electronically published articles. 

Students can access the English Enrichment Program which offers activities and tasks designed to enhance student skills in a 

variety of ways. There is also a smaller English Foundation class in Year 9 that will provide more individual attention to improve 

students’ basic literacy skills. 

Year 9 Science – Full Year

The Year 9 and Year 10 courses incorporate study from the four major disciplines of the natural sciences: Biological Sciences, 

Chemical Sciences, Earth and Space Sciences and Physical Sciences.

Specific Year 9 topics studied include:

• Ecosystems • The Dynamic Earth 

• Body systems and balance • Light and Sound 

• Living with Microbes • Electrical Energy Using Electricity 

• Inside the Atom • Chemical Reactions

This course is designed to consolidate and extend the skills developed in previous years.

Year 9 Mathematics – Full Year

Students study the Australian curriculum: Mathematics in Year 9, and there are a variety of class arrangements to suit students’ 

learning needs. These include Enrichment and Essentials classes in addition to core Year 9 Mathematics, which adjust the 

breadth and pace of learning in order to assist students to achieve their best.



At this year level they learn to describe the relationship between graphs and equations, simplifying a range of algebraic 

expressions and explaining the use of relative frequencies to estimate probabilities and of the trigonometric ratios for right-

angle triangles.

Problem solving skills are developed to include formulating and modelling practical situations involving surface areas and 

volumes of right prisms, applying ratio and scale factors to similar figures, solving problems involving right-angle trigonometry 

and collecting data from secondary sources to investigate an issue.

Links between the learning and its application to situations outside the classroom become more prominent as students 

involve themselves in the key processes of mathematical modelling, estimation and prediction, and enquiry. Scientific 

calculators, geometry and statistics software continue to support the mathematics program. 

 

Assessment tasks include regular summative topic tests, homework assignments and investigations. Exams are held at the 

end of both semesters.

Year 9 Rite Journey – Full Year 

As a culmination of Middle School, all Year 9 students participate in the Rite Journey. The program has been created to 

complement the role of parents in guiding children into young adulthood. The Rite Journey was developed in South Australia 

and is now being used by many schools across Australia and internationally. It provides the opportunity for students to 

participate in a year-long rite of passage experience. Many cultures have their own version of a rite of passage designed 

specifically for this age group. 

Learning how to be an adult male or female in any society requires guidance, mentoring and a great many conversations. 

In our society today, young people often turn to their peers, the internet and the media to source their knowledge and 

guidance. During the Rite Journey, students will be required to have important conversations about what it is to be a 

respectful and responsible man or woman in our society.  

As each child journeys through the year, they will explore 4 main themes:

 • Relationship with self     • Relationship with Spirit, and

 • Relationship with others    • Relationship with the world.

We hope that the discussions that students have at school will stimulate conversation in the home.

A unique feature of The Rite Journey is the seven steps that form a contemporary rite of passage. In conjunction with 

the program’s founder, Andrew Lines, we have developed a memorable series of events, aimed at honouring each child’s 

transition into young adulthood. 

This course is part of the Health and Personal Development Learning area, builds on the learning in Year 7 and 8 Wings, and 

will address the AC General capabilities of Personal and Social capability, Ethical Understanding and Critical and Creative 

thinking, and the AC standards from Health and Physical Education.



Year 9 Physical Education – Full Year

Physical Education will educate students in, through and about physical activity. Students will continue to develop skills and 

tactical awareness in a range of individual pursuits, team sports and fitness activities grouped into categories; net and wall 

games, invasion games and striking/fielding. Classes will be single-sex. They will have the opportunity to develop leadership 

skills throughout the year and focus on one particular area in the Sport Education unit in Term 4. We conduct SASI fitness 

tests in Term 2 to assess fitness levels.

Students will be assessed in accordance to the Australian Curriculum considering students’ development in Leadership, 

Respect/ Responsibility, Performance/Ability and Feedback/Analysis.

Year 9 Humanities – Full Year 

Year 9 Humanities involves the study of a Geography Major and a History Major. 

Geography

There are two units of study in the Year 9 Geography curriculum: Biomes and food security and Geographies of 

interconnections.

• Biomes and food security examines the natural environment and its role in food and fibre production.

• Geographies of interconnections focuses on investigating how people, through their choices and actions, are 

connected to places throughout the world in a wide variety of ways, and how these connections help to shape and 

change human and natural environments.

History

The Making of the Modern World 1750-1918 involves in-depth study of the following topics. The content in each depth study 

elective is designed to allow detailed study of specific aspects of this historical period.

1. Making a Better World? 

• Progressive Ideas and Movements 1750 – 1918

• The Industrial Revolution 1750 - 1914

• Movement of Peoples 1750 – 1901

2. Australia and Asia: 

• Making a Nation: Australian History 1750 – 1918

3. The Great War

• The Industrial War

Assessment for Year 9 Humanities will involve homework, classwork, specific assignments, field trips and written and 

oral presentations. The analysis of primary and secondary sources will be emphasised. In addition to a range of ICT skills, 

presentation skills, project learning and working collaboratively using digital learning platforms will also be further developed. 

This course leads to Year 10 History, Elective World History and Elective Geography.



Elective Subjects 
Year 9 Digital Technologies – One Semester

Learning in 9 Digital Technologies leverages GML languages to deepen programming skills and understandings in 

computational thinking. Data is also a focus, with particular attention on how data travels through the Internet. 

Students design and create engaging animations and interactive programs in response to provided problems. They are 

engaged in a range of facilitated learning tasks, particularly regarding digital game development. 

Year 9 Drama – One or Two Semesters

Prerequisites: students must be prepared to work in team situations and be willing to perform within the school 

community.

Students gain insights into the human condition through exposure to the dramatic arts. They can imagine what 

it would be like to be in the same situation as a character in a play and try to understand that character’s point of 

view.

The main objective of Drama at this level is to continue development of students’ performance skills and to 

develop a strong appreciation and love for theatre.

Semester 1:  On The Road Again – Theatre Company

This elective will involve the creation of a Performing Arts Theatre Company. Students will write and produce a 

performance and will gain practical insight into the workings of a small Theatre Company, Event Management 

(Business, Budgeting & Publicity) and Technical Theatre (Lighting, Sound and Costume Design).

The key areas studied are Group Performance, On-stage & Off-stage roles and Technical, production and design 

elements.

Semester 2:  Lights, Camera, Action: Acting for Film and TV

This elective looks at acting for stage, film and TV with a focus on realism and Australian Theatre. There is a focus 

on ensemble work, creative problem solving, memory, voice work, performance skills, listening/speaking and 

analytical skills.

The key areas studied are Representational Theatre, Realism (Stanislavski) and Film Production – Acting & Editing 

skills.



Year 9 Enterprise 

Prerequisites: None

Through the completion of this course, students will gain insights into business and economics. Students will learn about 

the foundations of business theory and apply this to case studies and practical application using the design thinking process. 

Students will begin to identify problems and potential solutions, make connections with local businesses and apply the 

business model canvas to existing businesses before applying it to a start-up idea. Assessment tasks will include business 

model canvas, reports, business pitch and case studies.

Year 9 Food Technology – One Semester 

This course further develops kitchen safety, hygiene, food technology and nutrition. It forms the basis for future studies 

in Food Technology and will provide students with higher level practical skills and a deeper knowledge of nutritional 

requirements for healthy bodies. Students use the design process to create their own healthy meals. Students use the dietary 

guidelines to prepare dishes to encourage healthy food choices and develop food preparation skills.

The assessment for this course comprises a series of theory and practical tasks. Students will be assessed in accordance with 

the Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards for Design and Technology.

Year 9 Indonesian – Full Year

This course continues to develop confidence in using Indonesian in a variety of contexts. There is a focus on language 

functions which will enable students to discuss topics including housing, shopping, ordering food at a restaurant, sports, 

weather and seasons, and traveling around a city. Students will look at role bargaining plays in Indonesian culture as well as 

investigating different ethnic groups in Indonesia. Language learning is accelerated with the use of online applications, taking 

advantage of social learning and interaction to help engage students in learning Indonesian. 

Assessment includes written work in different genres such as surveys, comparative pieces and letters as well as aural 

comprehension, role-plays, and projects. Students are also coached toward a simple oral exam in preparation for SACE 

Indonesian.

Students will have the opportunity to use their language skills in authentic situations by conversing with students from our 

sister school in Kalimantan.

Language learning at St John’s Grammar provides an accelerated program for students as they progress to Stage 1; this 

course leads to Stage 1 Indonesian.



Year 9 Japanese – Full Year

The Year 9 Japanese course aims to combine language, writing and cultural knowledge through studying the topics of life 

at school in Japan, Japanese housing design, weather and seasons, and describing people and their abilities. We use the 

Obento Supreme textbook which is linked into the online Language Perfect platform, where students can practice their 

language as well as compete with students in our class, the school and around the world in an engaging and interactive zone. 

This allows student to use their computers to personalize their learning to either extend or revise work when needed.

Language learning at St John’s Grammar provides an accelerated program from Year 9 to Stage 1. The course therefore 

increases the grammar functions and Kanji taught at Year 9 to enable students to undertake Stage 1 Japanese the following 

year (as a Year 10 student). From Year 9 students can be part of the biannual school trip to Japan (even years) so the emphasis 

in Japanese at Year 9 is on communication skills. Students will write and perform a number of role-plays, using technology 

to recording and create ICT tasks. The presentations will be used to help students develop this confidence and build their 

cultural understanding. Throughout the year students learn about Japanese culture first hand through authentic activities 

such as cooking traditional Japanese food, cultural days, sister school visit from Japan, popular anime movies and an 

excursion to the Himeji Japanese gardens and Japanese restaurant.  Assessment is planned to cater for a variety of learning 

styles and involves listening, oral and writing tasks and tests, presentations, research, and homework. There is an emphasis on 

assessment that is authentic such as role-plays, letter writing, translations and listening skills.

Year 9 Music – One or Two Semesters

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Year 8 Music  

The Music program in Year 9 involves practical, historical, theoretical and computer technology components with an 

emphasis on performing and creating music. Students enter the music program from a variety of backgrounds and musical 

abilities, and this approach caters for each student’s learning needs.

In practical lessons students will choose to be part of a band or a vocal ensemble, while in theory classes, students will be 

taught at different levels according to their individual theory knowledge and ability. The theory level for General theory is 

AMEB Grade 1 Equivalent, and the advanced theory level is AMEB Grade 2 equivalent. 

 Topics commonly studied include:

• Melody and tonality

• Standard notation (treble and bass) & rhythmic values 

• Harmony (primary triads and chords)

• Music History 1940s – 1980s and Film Music OR Asian, Aboriginal and World Music

• Composition using Garage band and Sibelius software 

This course leads to Year 10 elective Music and is specifically designed for students wanting to continue studying Music whilst 

advancing their skills on their chosen instrument and/or voice. Students are encouraged to undertake private instrumental/

vocal lessons that can be organised through the school. All instrument hire needs to be organised independently, however 

assistance can be provided through the school.



Year 9 Philosophy – One Semester

Prerequisites: None

This semester course is designed to give students a taste of Philosophy and an engagement with the Big Questions. This is a 

distinct course from that offered in 2020. For those who have never studied Philosophy before this course will introduce key 

ideas and important thinking skills. For those who have undertaken Philosophy in younger years, it will be an opportunity to 

deepen an understanding of important philosophical content and skills. The specific questions/units to be studied include: 

• The nature of Philosophical inquiry

• What makes for a ‘Big’ Question

• The nature of Time

• How to define ‘Human’ and whether AI/robots could ever be classed as such

• Whether Science tells the whole truth

• The nature of Justice?

A crucial part of this course is a weekly open discussion forum which students have always found to be a highlight of 

Philosophy. This course either leads to Year 8/9 Philosophy (Popular Culture) or Year 10 Philosophy. This is an exciting course 

for both those new to Philosophy, as well as those already hooked. 

Year 9 Sport in the Community – One Semester

Students will further develop their skills, knowledge and tactical understanding by choosing from a variety of individual, 

partner and team activities such as badminton, netball, hockey, korfball, basketball, European handball and volleyball. 

Students will have the opportunity to gain the Level 1 General Principles of Coaching Certificate. 

They will explore aspects of umpiring and coaching such as communication, group management, planning, fitness, safety 

and associated legal issues. They will implement what they have learnt by coaching junior students during Physical Education 

lessons. Students will be assessed in accordance to the Australian Curriculum taking into account students’ development in 

Leadership, Respect/ Responsibility, Performance/Ability and Feedback/Analysis.

Year 9 Material Solutions (Manufacturing) – One Semester

Focusing on woodworking, plastics and metalworking, students experience designing and working with tools and materials 

to produce their own projects. Based primarily in the design & Technology workshop environment, students will engage 

with a range of project-based design challenges which stretch their ability to create designed solutions to more complex 

problems. This semester course focuses on the areas of:

• Designing: Problem solving, researching, communicating ideas, technical drawing, introduction to Computer Aided 

Design (CAD).

• Making: Safety, development of the use of tools, machines and equipment in manufacturing techniques.

• Evaluating: Evaluation of commercial products, the student’s own work and processes used, an investigation into the 

impact of an aspect of technology on society or the environment. 



Year 9 Media Arts - One or Two Semesters

Media Arts: Film Production Fundamentals

This course immerses students in the exciting art of filmmaking. Students demonstrate core production skills as they plan and 

produce a range of assigned and free choice film projects. It is a fast-paced course, equipping students with the fundamental 

skills needed to make effective video content for a public audience. Key skills include:  

• Framing, camera angles and movement 

• Composition and shot focus 

• Lighting and sound 

• Editing using Adobe Premiere 

Where possible, students are given opportunities to submit their films to local and national film competitions and to 

contribute to film projects in our local school community.  

Media Arts: Digital Film and New Media 

The course explores the ever evolving and expanding world of digital media. As well as taking a critical look at the rise of 

social media, students produce film and multimedia content for an online audience. The emphasis is introducing simple tools 

to produce effective content. Mobile phones, gimbals, lighting and green screening are all pushed to their limits, as students 

look behind the often simple techniques that make online content compelling. Some of the core questions that drive this 

subject are: 

• What is worth broadcasting online and what is not? 

• When anyone can make film and broadcast it worldwide, what makes content popular or effective?  

• How can effective films with high production value be made on a low budget?  

This is a great course for anyone wanting to refine their skill in digital film making regardless of their current level of expertise. 

Beginners and established YouTube stars are equally welcome.   

Year 9 Technology - Motion Systems and CAD – One Semester

Through the study of Year 9 systems, students engage further with the world of electronics, machines and mechanisms, 

and robotics. They complete further learning in electronics and circuit design and learn how systems can be designed to 

complete automated tasks using a combination of hardware and software solutions. They broaden their appreciation of the 

role of Computer Aided Design systems in the use of industry-standard 3D modelling software systems. This semester course 

focuses on the areas of:

• Electronics: Electronic devices, sensing circuits, semiconductors, output devices, construction techniques.

• Machines and mechanisms:  Simple machines, machine efficiency, mechanical advantage, CO2 powered vehicles.

• Robotics: Robolab construction, Explorer programming.

• CAD: Aimed at students interested in design, engineering and/or architecture. Two major topics are covered –  

Mechanical Design and Architectural Design.

Computer Aided Design is an integrated part of this course and is aimed at students interested in design, engineering and/or 

architecture, and in the connection between CAD and CAM prototyping systems. This course leads to Year 10 Energy Systems 

/ CAD and Stage 1 Digital Communications Solutions (CAD).



Year 9 Visual Art – Art – One or Two Semesters

This General Art course will incorporate aspects of two-dimensional art (painting, drawing and printmaking), three-

dimensional art (sculpture) and Design, including multimedia and photography. For students who have previously undertaken 

Art at a Year 8 level, this course reinforces prior learning with an increased emphasis on skills acquisition and greater 

exploration of the creative processes to refine ideas. Students will use a variety of skills, media and techniques to translate 

ideas and concepts into visual statements. Experimentation and individual expression are encouraged.

Via a critical study component and their own work, students will acquire appropriate language and terminology and grow 

in their understanding and appreciation of the Visual Arts. Greater emphasis will be placed on the development of research 

skills, written analysis and active participation in class discussions.

Year 9 Visual Art – Contemporary Craft & Design – One or Two Semesters

This course introduces students to Design within the Visual Arts. Distinct areas of Visual Communication, Product Design and 

Environmental Design will be explored along with Design within the Crafts.

Students will be introduced to the design process to generate creative and diverse ideas in response to the constraints of the 

design problem or ‘brief’. A variety of Design related Craft disciplines will also be introduced and explored, including jewellery, 

ceramics, photography and textile design. The process of research, idea generation, exploration, refinement and evaluation 

to determine a final solution will be thoroughly documented. The use of the computer as a valuable design tool will be 

encouraged utilising a range of graphics software to develop knowledge using available technologies.

Students will study design from a variety of perspectives to gain a greater understanding and appreciation of this discipline. 

Students will acquire and develop skills in analysis using subject specific terminology.

Both Visual Art and Design courses lead into Year 10 Art or Design as an elective subject. 



Subject Pathways   Mathematics

SACE Stage 1 
Essential 

Mathematics

SACE Stage 2 
Essential 

Mathematics

SACE Stage 2 
General 

Mathematics*

SACE Stage 2 
Specialist 

Mathematics

SACE Stage 2 
Mathematical 

Methods**

SACE Stage 1 
General 

Mathematics

10 
Mathematics 

General

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 1 
Mathematics:

SpecialistMethods

10/10A 
Mathematics

7-9 Mathematics

10 
Mathematics 

Essential

*recommended minimum B+ grade from Stage 1 General Mathematics, or C grade from 
Stage 1 pre-Methods, to proceed to Stage 2 General Mathematics

** recommended minimum B grade from Stage 1 pre-Methods to proceed to Stage 2 
Methods

10 Advanced 
Mathematics



Subject Pathways   English

SACE Stage 
2 English

SACE Stage 2 
English Literary 

Studies

* Eligibility conditions apply for EAL studies

SACE Stage 1 
English

SACE Stage 1 
English as an 

Additional 
Language*

SACE Stage 2 
English as an 

Additional 
Language*

10 EAL*

SACE Stage 1 
English Literary 

Studies

SACE Stage 1 
Essential 
English

SACE Stage 2 
Essential 
English

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

7-10 English



Subject Pathways   Humanities

SACE Stage 1 
Modern History

SACE Stage 2 
Modern History

SACE Stage 1 
Geography

10 History (all students)
10 World History (elective)

10 Geography

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 2 
Geography

7-9 Humanities

SACE Stage 2 
Research 

Project (Year 11 
or 12 –

compulsory)

SACE Stage 1 
Philosophy

10 Philosophy

SACE Stage 2 
Philosophy

7-9 Philosophy



Subject Pathways   Sciences

SACE Stage 1 
Physics

SACE Stage 2 
Physics

SACE Stage 2 
Chemistry

SACE Stage 2 
Biology

SACE Stage 1 
Chemistry

SACE Stage 1 
Biology

10 Science (all students)

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 
2 

Psychology

SACE Stage 1 
Psychology

10 
Psychology



Subject Pathways   Performing Arts

SACE Stage 2 
Music Studies

7-10 Music

SACE Stage 2 
Music Performance 
Solo and Ensemble

SACE 
Stage 2 
Drama

SACE Stage 1 Drama

7-10 Drama

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 2 
Music Explorations

SACE Stage 1 Music



Subject Pathways   Technologies

SACE Stage 1 
Material 
Solutions

SACE Stage 1 
Industrial & 

Entrepreneurial 
Solutions (CAD)

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 1 
Food & 

Hospitality

SACE Stage 1 
Digital 

Communications 
Solutions

SACE Stage 2 
Material 
Solutions

(Construction)

SACE Stage 2 
Industrial & 

Entrepreneurial 
Solutions (CAD)

SACE Stage 2 
Food & 

Hospitality

SACE Stage 2 
Digital 

Communications 
Solutions

10 Material 
Solutions

10 Digital 
Technologies

10 Food 
Technology

10 Energy 
Systems & 

CAD

8-9 Material 
Solutions 

(Manufacturing)

7-9 Digital 
Technologies

8-9 Food 
Technology

8 Control
Systems & 

CAD

9 Motion
Systems & 

CAD



Subject Pathways   Visual Arts

SACE Stage 1 
Visual Arts -

Design

SACE Stage 2 Visual Arts 
(Art or Design)

SACE Stage 1 Visual 
Arts – Art

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 2 
Media

SACE Stage 1 
Media

10 Media Arts: 
Advertising, 

Promotion and 
Advanced Film 

Production

9 Media Arts: 
Film 

Production, 
Digital film and 

New Media

10 Visual Arts –
Painting, Drawing, 
Printmaking and 

Sculpture

Year 7-9 Visual Arts –
Painting, Drawing, 
Printmaking and 

Sculpture

10 Visual Arts –
Contemporary Craft 

& Design

Year 7-9 Visual Arts 
– Contemporary 
Craft & Design



Subject Pathways   Physical Education

SACE Stage 2 
Physical 

Education

SACE Stage 1 
Physical 

Education

10 Sports Science

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

9 Sport in the 
Community

10 Physical Education

7-9 Physical Education



Subject Pathways   Health & PD

7-8 Wings

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

9 Rite Journey

10 Purposely Well

SACE Stage 1 Health and Wellbeing

SACE Stage 2 Health and Wellbeing



Subject Pathways   Enterprise

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 2 
Accounting

SACE Stage 1 
Accounting

SACE Stage 2 
Legal studies

SACE Stage 1 
Legal studies

SACE Stage 2 
Business 

Innovation

SACE Stage 1 
Business 

Innovation

10 Enterprise & 
Law

9 Enterprise

SACE Stage 1 
Personal 

Learning Plan 
(Year 10 

compulsory)

7-10 Humanities



Subject Pathways   Languages

10 Indonesian 
(SACE Stage 1)

10 Japanese (SACE 
Stage 1)

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

11 Indonesian 
(SACE Stage 2)

11 Japanese (SACE 
Stage 2)

7-9 Indonesian 7-9 Japanese

SACE Stage 1 
Chinese 

(Background 
speakers)

SACE Stage 2 
Chinese 

(Background 
speakers)
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