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Introduction

Year 8 is a time of exciting learning and great vibrancy at St John’s Grammar School. Students can begin shaping their 

learning pathways with the selection of two elective subjects, while also building upon their existing knowledge and skills in 

the core subjects. 

As shown in the diagram below, Year 8 students continue with many of the subjects studied in Year 7. All students undertake 

English, Science, Mathematics, Physical Education (PE), Languages and Humanities for a full year, with Digital Technologies 

and the Wings Program for a semester each. Students select either Japanese or Indonesian, and then two semesters of 

elective subjects. 

There is an excellent range of elective subjects students can choose from. In the following pages you will find an overview 

of each course offered in Year 8, starting with the core compulsory subjects and then the elective options. A Term 3 Subject 

Information Afternoon will be held during the school day for all current Year 7 and 8 students so that they can make the best 

decisions regarding their elective choices for 2021. 

Nick Raimondo

Leader of Learning and Curriculum 
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Core Subjects
Year 8 English – Full Year

The study of English at Year 8 is aimed at enhancing students’ understanding of the English language and proficiency in using 

it for critical and creative purposes. Students will examine literary and everyday texts, including novels, film, short stories and 

persuasive articles, exploring how language is used to convey important ideas. 

The emphasis will be on developing each student’s ability to discuss and analyse texts and use language critically, as students 

present reasoned arguments with accurate expression. Students will use technology to enhance their communication skills. 

Experimenting with persuasive writing and speaking strategies will also be an area of focus.

Texts selected for class study will give students the opportunity to explore not only the past and present, but also issues 

related to the future of our society and our place in the world. Assessment will involve a variety of individual and collaborative 

tasks, including formal essays, creative pieces, persuasive texts and spoken presentations. 

There is an English Enrichment Program in Year 8, commencing in Semester 2, which includes an extended independent 

reading program and offers additional activities designed to finesse skills. In addition, an English Foundation class is available 

in Year 8, which is a smaller class that provides more individual attention in order to improve the students’ basic literacy skills.

Year 8 Science – Full Year

In Year 8, students are introduced to cells as microscopic structures that explain macroscopic properties of living systems. 

They link form and function at a cellular level and explore the organisation of body systems in terms of flows of matter 

between interdependent organs. Similarly, they explore changes in matter at a particle level, and distinguish between 

chemical and physical change. They begin to classify different forms of energy and describe the role of energy in causing 

change in systems, including the role of heat and kinetic energy in the rock cycle. Students use experimentation to isolate 

relationships between components in systems and explain these relationships through increasingly complex representations. 

They make predictions and propose explanations, drawing on evidence to support their views.

By the end of Year 8 students investigate questions to reach conclusions consistent with scientific knowledge. They describe 

how science inquiry contributes to an understanding of the world. Students measure and control variables, present data and 

findings that support their conclusions, and describe how improvements to methods could improve the quality of results.



Year 8 Humanities

TThe Year 8 Humanities program involves two major studies of Geography and History, and two minor studies of Civics and 

Citizenship and Economics and Business.  The courses are detailed below: 

Geography Major

There are two units of study in the Year 8 Geography curriculum: Landscapes and landforms and Changing Nations. 

• Landforms and landscapes investigates geomorphology through a study of landscapes and their landforms. The

students develop an understanding of the concept of environment and enables them to explore the significance of

landscapes to people, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.

• Changing nations investigates the changing human geography of countries, as revealed by shifts in population

distribution. The unit explores the process of urbanisation and through a case study of urban migration in China.

Students investigate the reasons for the high level of urban concentration in Australia, one of the distinctive features of

Australia’s human geography, and compares Australia with countries in the Asian region. .

History Major

The Ancient to the Modern World c.650 BCE – c.1750 comprises a historical overview study followed by three in-depth 

studies of:

1. The Western World:

• The Vikings

2. The Asia Pacific World:

• Angkor/Khmer Empire

3. Expanding Contacts:

• Mongol Expansion and The Black Death

Civics and Citizenship Minor

Students investigate the responsibilities and freedoms of citizens and how Australians can actively participate in their 

democracy. Students consider how laws are made and the types of laws used in Australia. Students also examine what it 

means to be Australian by identifying the reasons for and influences that shape national identity.

Economics and Business Minor

Students can further develop their understanding of economics and business concepts by exploring the ways markets 

– including traditional Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander markets – work within Australia, the participants in the market

system and the ways they may influence the market’s operation. The rights, responsibilities and opportunities that arise for 

businesses, consumers and governments are considered along with the influences on ways individuals work now and into 

the future. 

Assessment for Year 8 Humanities will involve homework, classwork, written and oral presentations. In addition to a range of 

ICT skills, project learning and working collaboratively using digital learning platforms will also be further developed. 



Year 8 Mathematics – Full Year

Students study the Australian curriculum: Mathematics in Year 8, and there are a variety of class arrangements to suit students’ 

learning needs. These include Enrichment and Essentials classes in addition to core Year 8 Mathematics, which adjust the 

breadth and pace of learning in order to assist students to achieve their best.

The Year 8 Mathematics courses build on the foundational work studied in Year 7: understanding and application of skills 

in number and place value, real numbers, money and financial mathematics, patterns and algebra, linear and non-linear 

relationships, units of measurement, geometric reasoning, chance and data representation and interpretation. Incorporated 

within the topics are investigative components of work which serve to link the learning in the classroom with applications and 

events in the real world.

At this year level, students begin describing patterns involving indices and recurring decimals, identifying commonalities 

between operations with algebra and arithmetic, connecting rules for linear relations with their graphs, explaining the 

purpose of statistical measures and explaining measurements of perimeter and area. Problem solving is developed to include 

formulating and modelling practical situations involving ratios, profit and loss, areas and perimeters of common shapes and 

using two-way tables and Venn diagrams to calculate probabilities.

Assessment tasks include regular summative topic tests, homework assignments and investigations. Examinations are held at 

the end of both semesters.

Year 8 Physical Education – Full Year

Physical Education will educate students in, through and about physical activity. Students will further develop skills and 

tactical awareness in a range of individual pursuits, team sports and fitness activities grouped into categories: net and wall 

games, invasion games and striking/fielding. They will have the opportunity to develop leadership skills throughout the year 

and focus on a particular area in the Sport Education unit in Term 4. We conduct SASI fitness tests in Term 2 to assess fitness 

levels.

Students will be assessed in accordance to the Australian Curriculum, taking into account students’ development in 

Leadership, Respect/ Responsibility, Performance/Ability and Analysis/Strategic Thinking.

Year 8 Wings – One Semester

The Wings Program expands students’ knowledge, understanding and skills to strengthen their sense of self, and build and 

manage satisfying, respectful relationships. This subject helps students achieve successful health and wellbeing outcomes in 

classroom, leisure, social, movement and online situations. Students learn how to take positive action to enhance their own 

and others’ health, safety and wellbeing. 



Focus areas to be addressed in Years 8 Wings include:

• relationships and sexuality

• mental health and wellbeing

• safety

• alcohol and other drugs

The Year 8 Wings program builds upon the concepts introduced in Year 7 and encourages open conversation on a range 

of topics. Positive Education principles are intertwined throughout the course. Students will explore the mental, physical, 

emotional, social and spiritual growth of the individual and the challenges that these changes can present. Critical thinking, 

problem-solving and decision making will be developed through a strengths-based approach to safety, regarding the choices 

students make in relationships, with alcohol and drugs, and to enhance their own mental health.

Year 8 Digital Technologies – One Semester

Students develop understandings related to online safety, including managing their online presence, being secure online, 

recognising their digital footprint and balancing technology with other aspects of their lives. They develop graphic design 

skills, using online tools to create web banners, posters and infographics.

A focus on how data travels in networks is pursued along with how and what data is collected as we navigate the Internet. 

The final topic engages students in programming concepts, with increasing depth facilitated through self-paced content 

leveraging both GameMaker Studio 2 and Microsoft Visual Basic.

Emphasis is on knowledge construction and creation of new products, utilising new technologies to create and share 

content. Students undertake design briefs in which they investigate, plan, create and evaluate their work.

Languages
In Year 8, students must choose either Indonesian or Japanese and they will study this subject for the full year. 

Indonesian

This course aims to develop each student’s written, spoken and listening skills in Indonesian. The course has an emphasis 

on realistic communication around topics that are relevant to student’s lives. During this course, students’ will learn how 

to tell the time, discuss school, their families and hobbies along with the language necessary to express opinions and 

compare things. The Year 8 Indonesian course contains several opportunities for students to engage in projects;  one of 

these has a focus on developing students understanding of Indonesian food culture, enabling them to recognise, try, and 

describe various Indonesian dishes. Students will also engage in a cross campus-tutoring task in which they will deepen their 

understanding of Indonesian language by helping Year 1 and 2 students learn new language and develop their confidence in 

Indonesian.  

The course is complemented with online vocabulary learning sites, which assist learning of key words and phrases.



Students will have the opportunity to interact with members of the Adelaide Indonesian speaking community through cultural 

workshops.

The course can be moderated or accelerated to cater for individual students. As some of our students have had some 

background at Junior School level, previous language learnt is kept active, and previous skills and knowledge are considered. 

This course leads to Year 9 Indonesian.

Japanese

The Year 8 Japanese course aims to combine language, writing, culture and an understanding of life as a teenager in Japan. 

Students will begin by learning basic greetings and how to speak about themselves while becoming familiar with related 

Japanese customs for life in Japan today. We use Obento textbooks which are linked into the Language Perfect online 

program, where students can practice their language as well as compete with students in our class, the school and around 

the world. Using computers, students learn to type in Japanese, use educational online spaces and access free apps to gain 

the benefits of social learning. Both the Hiragana and Katakana alphabets are introduced with the aim of students becoming 

proficient in reading and writing by the end of the course. Kanji characters are also learnt throughout each topic building 

student knowledge and understanding of Japanese culture and tradition. 

Throughout the year students learn about Japanese culture firsthand through authentic activities such as cooking traditional 

Japanese food, watching anime movies, cultural days, festivals and a sister school visit from Japan. 

The course can be adjusted or accelerated to cater for individual students, with assessment depending on the level of the 

learner. Assessment is planned to suit a variety of learning styles and involves listening, oral and writing tasks and tests, 

presentations, projects, bookwork and homework.



Elective Subjects
Year 8 Drama

Year 8 Drama aims to introduce students to performance skills and to develop their self-confidence, empathy and 

imagination. Students will use technical aspects to enhance their performance work. A strong willingness to perform and 

work in groups is required. The key areas studied are Comedy, Melodrama and Physical Theatre, Audio Drama, Radio Plays 

and Vocal Skills. Elements of study include: 

• Stage Craft

• Improvisation

• Playbuilding

• Basic Technical Theatre (Level 1)

• Script Interpretation

• Performing and Writing

Year 8 Food Technology

This course introduces students to kitchen safety, hygiene, food technology and nutrition. This course forms the basis for 

other Food Technology electives and will provide students with not only practical skills but also a broad knowledge of 

nutritional requirements for healthy bodies. Students will use the design process to create their own healthy meals. Students 

use the dietary guidelines to prepare dishes to encourage healthy food choices and develop food preparation skills.

The assessment for this course comprises a series of theory and practical tasks. Students will be assessed in line with the 

Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards for Design and Technology.

Year 8 Design & Technology - Control Systems & CAD

Through the study of control systems, students engage with the world of electronics, mechanics and control technology. 

They complete foundational learning in electronics and circuit design and learn how systems can be designed to complete 

automated tasks using a combination of hardware and software solutions. 

This course focuses on the areas of: 

• Electronics: The nature of electricity and electronics, electrical safety, basic components, designing with electronic

circuits, Ohms Law, using a multi-meter and circuit board assembly.

• Machines and Mechanisms: motion and forces, simple machines.

• Robotics: components and construction, pilot programming and the future of AI.

Students are also introduced to the world of Computer-Aided Design through the use of industry-standard 3D modelling 

software, and produce parts and assemblies that can be prototyped using CNC and CAM technologies.



Year 8 Material Solutions – Manufacturing

This course continues students’ learning in the practical workshop environment, engaging students in a range of challenging 

design and production tasks to develop their appreciation of the product development and prototyping process. Design 

challenges utilise a range of materials including timbers, plastics and sheet metal, and allows students the opportunity to 

manipulate and shape these materials to form design solutions, using a range of specialist tools and machinery. 

The course focuses on the areas of:

• Designing: The design process, communicating ideas, technical drawing, a design plan, costing.

• Making: Safety, hand tools and skills used in marking out, cutting, shaping and jointing, gluing and finishing methods.

• Critiquing: Evaluation of the student’s own work; an investigation into the impact of manufacturing technology on

individual futures.

Year 8 Music

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Year 7 Core or Year 7 Specialist Music.  

The Music program in Year 8 involves practical, historical, theoretical and computer technology components with an 

emphasis on performing and creating music. Students enter the music program from a variety of backgrounds and musical 

abilities, and this approach caters for each student’s learning needs. In practical lessons students will choose to be part of 

a band or a vocal ensemble, while in theory classes, students study at different levels according to their individual theory 

knowledge and ability. The theory level for General theory is AMEB Grade 1 Equivalent, and the advanced theory level is 

AMEB Grade 2 equivalent. 

Topics commonly studied include:

• Melody and tonality

• Standard notation (treble and bass) & rhythmic values

• Harmony (primary triads and chords)

• Music History 1940s – 1980s and Film Music OR Asian, Aboriginal and World Music

• Composition using Garage band and Sibelius software

This course leads to Year 9 and 10 elective Music and is specifically designed for students wanting to continue studying 

Music and advancing their skills on their chosen instrument and or voice. Students are encouraged to undertake 

private instrumental/vocal lessons that can be organised through the school. All instrument hire needs to be organised 

independently; however, assistance can be provided through the school.   

Year 8 Philosophy

This course is designed to give students a taste of Philosophy and an engagement with the Big Questions.

For those who have never studied Philosophy before this course will introduce key ideas and important thinking skills. For 

those who have undertaken Philosophy in younger years, it will be an opportunity to deepen an understanding of important 

philosophical content and skills. 



The specific questions/units to be studied include: 

• The nature of Philosophical inquiry

• What makes for a ‘Big’ Question

• The nature of Time

• How to define ‘Human’ and whether AI/robots could ever be classed as such

• Whether Science tells the whole truth

• The Nature of Justice

A crucial part of this course is a weekly open discussion forum which students have always found to be a highlight of 

Philosophy. 

Year 8 Visual Art – Art 

This Visual Art course will incorporate aspects of two-dimensional art (painting, drawing and printmaking), three-

dimensional art (sculpture) and Design. This course reinforces prior learning with an emphasis on skills acquisition and 

refinement. Students will use a variety of skills, media and techniques to translate ideas and concepts into visual statements. 

Experimentation and individual expression are encouraged via a study of artists and their work, students will acquire 

appropriate language and terminology and grow in their understanding and appreciation of the Visual Arts. Emphasis will be 

placed on the development of research skills, written analysis and active participation in class discussions.

Both formative and summative assessment tasks will be undertaken. Homework will consist of individual tasks or a 

continuation of class work and is a requirement of the course.

Year 8 Visual Art – Contemporary Craft & Design

This course introduces students to a variety of design and craft areas including ceramics, graphics, jewellery making, and 

fabric decoration techniques. Traditional and contemporary forms of Design and craft will be explored with the introduction 

of technology including photography.

This course emphasises the acquisition and refinement of new skills and rigor in the Design making processes. Students will 

be expected to experiment and generate original ideas and designs for planned projects.

This is essentially a practical based elective. Appropriate documentation of the processes and written evaluation will, however, 

form part of the course requirements.

Both formative and summative tasks are undertaken and assessed according to specified criteria. Engaging with set 

homework is a requirement of the course.

Both Arts courses lead into Year 9 Art or Design as an elective subject.



Subject Pathways  Mathematics

SACE Stage 1 
Essential 

Mathematics

SACE Stage 2 
Essential 

Mathematics

SACE Stage 2 
General 

Mathematics*

SACE Stage 2 
Specialist 

Mathematics

SACE Stage 2 
Mathematical 

Methods**

SACE Stage 1 
General 

Mathematics

10 
Mathematics 

General

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 1 
Mathematics:

SpecialistMethods

10/10A 
Mathematics

7-9 Mathematics

10 
Mathematics 

Essential

*recommended minimum B+ grade from Stage 1 General Mathematics, or C grade from
Stage 1 pre-Methods, to proceed to Stage 2 General Mathematics

** recommended minimum B grade from Stage 1 pre-Methods to proceed to Stage 2 
Methods

10 Advanced 
Mathematics



Subject Pathways   English

SACE Stage 
2 English

SACE Stage 2 
English Literary 

Studies

* Eligibility conditions apply for EAL studies

SACE Stage 1 
English

SACE Stage 1 
English as an 

Additional 
Language*

SACE Stage 2 
English as an 

Additional 
Language*

10 EAL*

SACE Stage 1 
English Literary 

Studies

SACE Stage 1 
Essential 
English

SACE Stage 2 
Essential 
English

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

7-10 English



Subject Pathways   Humanities

SACE Stage 1 
Modern History

SACE Stage 2 
Modern History

SACE Stage 1 
Geography

10 History (all students)
10 World History (elective)

10 Geography

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 2 
Geography

7-9 Humanities

SACE Stage 2 
Research 

Project (Year 11 
or 12 –

compulsory)

SACE Stage 1 
Philosophy

10 Philosophy

SACE Stage 2 
Philosophy

7-9 Philosophy



Subject Pathways   Sciences

SACE Stage 1 
Physics

SACE Stage 2 
Physics

SACE Stage 2 
Chemistry

SACE Stage 2 
Biology

SACE Stage 1 
Chemistry

SACE Stage 1 
Biology

10 Science (all students)

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 
2 

Psychology

SACE Stage 1 
Psychology

10 
Psychology



Subject Pathways   Performing Arts

SACE Stage 2 
Music Studies

7-10 Music

SACE Stage 2 
Music Performance 
Solo and Ensemble

SACE 
Stage 2 
Drama

SACE Stage 1 Drama

7-10 Drama

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 2 
Music Explorations

SACE Stage 1 Music



Subject Pathways   Technologies

SACE Stage 1 
Material 
Solutions

SACE Stage 1 
Industrial & 

Entrepreneurial 
Solutions (CAD)

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 1 
Food & 

Hospitality

SACE Stage 1 
Digital 

Communications 
Solutions

SACE Stage 2 
Material 
Solutions

(Construction)

SACE Stage 2 
Industrial & 

Entrepreneurial 
Solutions (CAD)

SACE Stage 2 
Food & 

Hospitality

SACE Stage 2 
Digital 

Communications 
Solutions

10 Material 
Solutions

10 Digital 
Technologies

10 Food 
Technology

10 Energy 
Systems & 

CAD

8-9 Material 
Solutions 

(Manufacturing)

7-9 Digital 
Technologies

8-9 Food 
Technology

8 Control
Systems & 

CAD

9 Motion
Systems & 

CAD



Subject Pathways   Visual Arts

SACE Stage 1 
Visual Arts -

Design

SACE Stage 2 Visual Arts 
(Art or Design)

SACE Stage 1 Visual 
Arts – Art

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 2 
Media

SACE Stage 1 
Media

10 Media Arts: 
Advertising, 

Promotion and 
Advanced Film 

Production

9 Media Arts: 
Film 

Production, 
Digital film and 

New Media

10 Visual Arts –
Painting, Drawing, 
Printmaking and 

Sculpture

Year 7-9 Visual Arts –
Painting, Drawing, 
Printmaking and 

Sculpture

10 Visual Arts –
Contemporary Craft 

& Design

Year 7-9 Visual Arts 
– Contemporary 
Craft & Design



Subject Pathways   Physical Education

SACE Stage 2 
Physical 

Education

SACE Stage 1 
Physical 

Education

10 Sports Science

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

9 Sport in the 
Community

10 Physical Education

7-9 Physical Education



Subject Pathways   Health & PD

7-8 Wings

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

9 Rite Journey

10 Purposely Well

SACE Stage 1 Health and Wellbeing

SACE Stage 2 Health and Wellbeing



Subject Pathways   Enterprise

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

SACE Stage 2 
Accounting

SACE Stage 1 
Accounting

SACE Stage 2 
Legal studies

SACE Stage 1 
Legal studies

SACE Stage 2 
Business 

Innovation

SACE Stage 1 
Business 

Innovation

10 Enterprise & 
Law

9 Enterprise

SACE Stage 1 
Personal 

Learning Plan 
(Year 10 

compulsory)

7-10 Humanities



Subject Pathways   Languages

10 Indonesian 
(SACE Stage 1)

10 Japanese (SACE 
Stage 1)

Ideal pathway
Possible pathway

11 Indonesian 
(SACE Stage 2)

11 Japanese (SACE 
Stage 2)

7-9 Indonesian 7-9 Japanese

SACE Stage 1 
Chinese 

(Background 
speakers)

SACE Stage 2 
Chinese 

(Background 
speakers)
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