
Year 12
Subject Selection



Year 12 is an exciting year, where students choose study options that will prepare them well for a lifetime of learning 

beyond the Secondary School environment. It is recommended that students choose five Stage 2 subjects in Year 

12, including the Research Project if this has not been completed in Year 11. There are no compulsory subjects 

that St John’s Grammar School students automatically study in Year 12. The only exception is the Stage 2 Research 

Project, which students must complete if they have not successfully undertaken this subject in Year 11. The 

structure of the Year 12 curriculum is shown in the diagram below. 

Year 12 is for many students the most rewarding of their schooling experience and I hope this is the case for your 

son or daughter. Choices made when constructing a Year 12 study pattern should be careful and intentional, 

and this begins with 2021 subject selections. As in previous years I encourage students to be ambitious with their 

learning, choosing subjects at an appropriate level of challenge whilst keeping a close eye on post-school pathways 

and requirements for these.

There are many forms of guidance available and in choosing their subjects students should consider:

• The recommendations in their Mid-Year Report

• Current and prior success levels in their subjects and examinations

• The advice of their subject teachers, Heads of Departments, Heads of Houses and our Careers Counsellor

• Information available from SATAC regarding university courses and prerequisites

To obtain an ATAR students must complete the SACE, ensuring that a minimum 90 credits are achieved in Stage 2 

subjects. It is wise to consider the total number of Stage 2 credits available for the construction of a student’s ATAR 

at the end of Year 12; often this is best achieved by a student having more than the minimum 90 Stage 2 credits, 

allowing the ATAR to draw upon the most favourable subject results. The majority of St John’s Grammar School 

students complete at least four Stage 2 subjects at Stage 2 level (each worth 20 credits) in addition to the Research 

Project (worth 10 credits and completed in either Year 11 or 12). Students may also achieve Stage 2 credits through 

VET programs, specific Music subjects, additional Year 12 subjects, or Stage 2 subjects completed in in Year 11.

The following pages provide an overview of the subjects offered in Year 12, listed in alphabetical order. After this 

are details regarding the subject selection process and key dates, including the Online Senior School Subject and 

Careers Evening, which is set for Wednesday 29 July.

Nick Raimondo

Leader of Learning and Curriculum

Introduction
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Week 2

• Online Senior School Subject and Careers Evening Wednesday 29 July

• Students are given access codes, a password and the web address to enter their subject 

selections online via webpreferences

Weeks 2-3
• Students speak with relevant staff members and their parents to gain advice about 2021 

subject selection.

Week 3 • Subject selections for Years 10-12 2021 entered on webpreferences by Friday 7 August

Week 4
• Formal subject selection interviews with students and parents are conducted in Week 4. 

Students’ subject selections are confirmed and finalised at these interviews.

Key Dates and Information for Subject 
Selection in Term 3



Year 12 Subjects
Stage 2 Accounting (20 SACE Credits)

The study of Accounting encompasses the successful management of financial affairs in business. It gives students 

opportunities to learn the practical skills needed to manage their own financial affairs and to develop an understanding of the 

ethical and regulatory considerations that affect financial decision-making in contemporary society.

Students acquire knowledge and skills related to the accounting process for organisational and business applications. They 

understand the processes involved in generating, recording, classifying, analysing, and reporting accounting information as a 

basis for planning and effective decision-making. They learn how to interpret the financial information of an accounting entity 

and how to convey this information to interested users.

Assessment involves school-based assessment (worth 70%) and an externally assessed examination (30%). 

Accounting enables students to participate in a changing social, legal, and economic environment. Students develop skills in 

critical thinking, problem-solving, and the use of information and communication technologies. Students explore the concept 

of Financial and Management Accounting and apply the conceptual knowledge to a range of scenarios.

Stage 2 Biology (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: To be confident of success in Stage 2 Biology, students should have attained a ‘B’ grade or higher in Stage 1 

Biology, and at least 65% in the end of year exam.

This course covers the following topics:

• The structure and function of biological molecules such as DNA and proteins 

• The diversity of cells, and the structures and processes that occur within them

• Body systems and their role in homeostatic mechanisms 

• Evolution by natural selection, population ecology and sustainability 

• Advances in biology and its interactions with society

The course is designed to help students use the knowledge and skills they acquire to critically evaluate information and 

apply it in creative ways to solve problems. Students will develop their skills in scientific investigation, and in evidence-based 

communication in a variety of formats, including the formulation of balanced ethical arguments.  

The school-based assessment comprises an Investigations Folio (30%) and Skills and Applications Tasks (40%). An external 

2-hour written examination contributes 30% of each student’s assessment.



Stage 2 Business Innovation (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Skills in communicating in written and oral form and an ability to research a variety of sources. The successful 

study of Stage 1 Business & Enterprise is desirable. 

In Stage 2 Business Innovation students are equipped with the knowledge, skills, and understandings to engage in designing, 

sustaining, and transforming business in the modern world. In a time when design-driven companies consistently outperform 

other stock market companies, Business Innovation foregrounds design thinking and assumption-based business planning 

tools to promote an iterative, human-centered approach to innovation and the transformation of business products, services, 

and processes.

Assessment includes Business Skills tasks, Business Models, and a Business Plan and Pitch.

Business Innovation concerns the study of the organisation, and the production and distribution of goods and services. It 

allows students to develop an understanding of the broad social environment within which business operates. Business 

activity impinges on the lives of all people. This course prepares students to analyse, initiate, manage, evaluate and respond 

to change and focuses on employment-related competencies identified as essential for effective participation in work and 

society. The syllabus seeks to provide students with the knowledge to participate effectively and responsibly in a changing 

business environment. Students interact with businesses when researching for assignments. 

Assessment involves school-based assessment (worth 70%) and an externally assessed report (30%).

Stage 2 Chemistry (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: To be confident of success in Stage 2 Chemistry, students should have attained a ‘B’ grade or higher in Stage 1 

Chemistry, and at least 65% in the end of year exam.

This course covers the following topics:

• Skills

• Monitoring the Environment

• Managing Chemical Processes

• Organic and Biological Chemistry

• Managing Resources

The course allows consolidation and extension of the skills developed in Stage 1 Chemistry.

An external 2-hour written examination contributes 30% of each student’s assessment. The school-based assessment 

comprises an Investigations Folio (30%) and Skills and Applications Tasks (40%).



Stage 2 Digital Technologies (20 SACE Credits) 

Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of Stage 1 Digital Technologies.

Innovation in Digital Technologies includes students generating and articulating original ideas, creating new processes, 

products, and solutions, and designing solutions that improve existing ideas, processes, and products. Students extend the 

range and combination of skills that enable them to contribute to innovation in digital solutions. Students work independently 

and collaboratively to generate ideas and create innovative solutions and creative products. They extend their skills in critical 

and creative thinking and problem-solving and make connections in their learning across disciplines to generate ideas and 

create innovative digital solutions.

Content covers four focus areas:

• Computational thinking: students identify, deconstruct, and solve problems of interest. 

• Design & Programming: students work individually and collaboratively to create practical, innovative solutions.

• Data Analytics: students use a range of data-collection tools, techniques, and methods to collect and/or source data. 

Students analyse data sets to find simple relationships.

• Iterative project development: students identify a concept or problem of interest and engage collaboratively and 

individually to develop a product in stages by applying techniques such as agile practices and/or iterative engineering 

design processes.

Assessment comprises of four project skills tasks, a collaborative project, and an individual digital solution which is the 

externally assessed component.

This course leads to higher education studies in software engineering, computer science, and information technology.

Stage 2 Drama - Full Year (20 SACE Credits) 

Prerequisites: Students must be prepared to work in team situations, spend time rehearsing outside of school hours when 

required and be willing to perform to the school community. Completion of Stage 1 Drama will be an advantage 

Telling stories and representing our humanity to each other are basic human activities. They are the essence of drama. 

Students learn by participating in creative problem-solving; generating, analysing, and evaluating ideas; developing personal 

interpretations of texts; learning to set goals and working collaboratively to achieve them; rehearsing, workshopping, and 

improvising solutions; as well as presenting their product or performance. 

Group Presentation (20%) 

Students take part in a group presentation, but are assessed individually. The group presentation could take a variety of forms, 

including, for example, a live performance or film, a workshop, or a tutorial. Students demonstrate their knowledge and 

understanding of the play-script or dramatic innovator through the process of practical application. A student’s involvement 

in the group presentation may focus on one or more of the following: acting, design (set, costume, make-up, lighting, sound, 

publicity and promotions), dramaturgy, front-of-house, multimedia/film and video, scriptwriting or directing. 



Folio (30%) 

Report: The report focuses on the student’s own experiences of making dramatic work (Assessment Type 4: Performance). 

Students expand their knowledge and understanding of drama as a performing art, and develop skills of observation, analysis, 

and criticism, and the ability to apply arts-specific terminology. 

Review : During the program of study, students view, review, and analyse a range of live or recorded theatrical performances. 

Students have the opportunity to use the knowledge and experience they acquire to reflect on, and evaluate, the work they 

have viewed. 

Interpretative Study (20%) 

Students who investigate and respond to a play-script adopt the role of a director, actor, or designer. Students who investigate 

and respond to a dramatic innovator create a question that they answer through their study. 

Performance (30% - External Assessment) 

Group Performance or Related Off-stage Presentation 

Students participate in a live group performance, in an on-stage or off-stage role, and develop an understanding of the 

rehearsal and performance process. 

OR

Individual Performance or Presentation 

Students choose an area of study that they research and investigate, with the intention of developing a dramatic product. 

Stage 2 English as an Additional Language (20 SACE Credits)

Note: English as an Additional Language is designed for students for whom English is a second language or an additional 

language or dialect. 

Throughout the course students develop their written, oral and reading skills and undertake tasks that involve 

communication, comprehension, analysis and text creation. Students broaden their understanding of how English is used in a 

range of contexts and develop skills and strategies helpful for research and academic study. Units studied include:

• Speeches

• Short stories

• Persuasive writing

• Media text study

Throughout the year, students will complete three responses to text that focus on developing their comprehension skills and 

text analysis strategies. At least one response must be in oral form while the other two will be written. Students will also be 

required to undertake an Academic Literacy Study, which requires them to investigate a question or topic and present their 

findings in an academic style by producing two tasks: a written report and an oral interaction. Finally, students will need to 

complete a 30% examination at the end of the year that is divided into two sections, involving listening, reading and writing in 

English, as well as responding to written and media texts.



Stage 2 Essential English (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of any Stage 1 English subject.

The study of Essential English allows students to develop skills beneficial for effective participation in education, training, 

the workplace and their personal environment. The course provides the opportunity for teachers to develop programs that 

suit the needs of students and texts covered often include shorter written texts, film and contemporary media. Students 

create texts for a range of personal and persuasive purposes and undertake an independent study, examining the role and 

conventions of language in a context of their choosing. Units studied include:

• Visual/media/social

• Imaginative texts, including short narratives, prose and dramatic texts

• Workplace and advocacy texts

• A speech or oral presentation study

Throughout the year, students will study both Creating Texts and Language Study units. They will create three texts: 

one advocacy text in which students argue for an issue, cause or process, and two additional texts demonstrating their 

understanding of, and ability to use, the conventions and style of various forms of writing. The students will also complete 

a 30% external component which consists of a Language Study of 2000 words, or the equivalent in a multimedia format, 

which has its major focus on the use of language by a group. Students can consider exploring the language used by a social, 

vocational, volunteer, sporting or religious group, among others. 

Stage 2 English (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of Stage 1 English Literary Studies or sound results in Stage 1 English.

Stage 2 English is designed to give students the opportunity to learn about the power of language in society. Students will 

look closely at examples of visual and written communication in their daily lives and in the media and refine their own critical 

thinking and communication skills. They will identify language and stylistic features used in texts and will produce their own 

creative texts. In addition, students will read, view and respond to a number of texts, including novels and plays, as well as 

have the opportunity to develop their own skills. They will write, speak and use technology in a variety of forms that extend 

their creative ability and their capacity for critical reasoning. Units studied include:

• A novel study

• A drama text

• A film study

• Several creative texts including a writer’s statement

• A comparative text study

Students will provide analytical responses to three texts, as well as independently creating three creative texts and one writer’s 

statement to explain their language and stylistic choices. Within the course, there are opportunities for students to target their 

own interests. The external component of the course requires students to write a 2000-word text comparing two texts of 

their choice (30%). 



Stage 2 English Literary Studies (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Completion of Stage 1 English Literary Studies, with strong results (B or above recommended).

Stage 2 English Literary Studies is primarily concerned with the reading, viewing and analysis of complex texts. Through 

shared and individual study of literature from a range of cultural and historical contexts, students encounter different critical 

perspectives towards texts, develop ideas, find evidence to support personal views and learn to construct convincing 

arguments. Topics studied include:

• Novel study

• Drama study

• Film study

• Selection of poetry

• Comparative study

• Text creation study

Students are required to read and view at least four extended texts and a number of shorter texts. Students will develop 

pieces of writing and oral presentations that show the depth of their understanding and knowledge. Throughout the year, 

they will produce four or five analytical tasks, including one that requires students to consider their text from two different 

perspectives. They will also produce two creative texts, which includes a transformative piece with a writer’s statement. The 

external part of the course consists of a comparative essay (15%), where a student pairs a class text with an independently 

chosen text, and a 90-minute Critical Reading examination (15%) at the end of the year. 

Stage 2 Geography (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of Stage 1 Geography.

In Stage 2 Geography, students investigate the transformation of human and physical environments and their 

interconnectedness. The causes of these changes and the resulting impacts on environmental, social, and economic systems 

are examined. 

Theme 1: Environmental Change

Ecosystems provide resources and services that are used by the world’s population. These resources and services are 

naturally provided by a range of ecosystems including forests, grasslands, and deserts. As the world’s population increases, so 

does the demand for resources.

• Topic 1: Ecosystems and people

• Topic 2: Climate change

Theme 2: Social and Economic Change

Social and economic change is influenced by population change and globalisation.

• Topic 3: Population change

• Topic 4: Globalisation

• Topic 5: Transforming global inequality.



Fieldwork investigation 

Students also undertake independent fieldwork on a local topic or issue of personal interest. Fieldwork topics must be 

independently chosen, have a geographical context, and be posed as a question or hypothesis.  

Assessment in Stage 2 Geography involves School Assessment (70%) and Fieldwork an exam (30%).  

Stage 2 Health & Wellbeing (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Nil, but Stage 1 Health provides a useful foundation. It is assumed that students have, or are willing to develop 

effective research skills, critical analysis, and the ability to work independently and in collaboration with others. 

The focus of this course is exploring the Health and Wellbeing status of individuals, communities and global societies. 

Students are encouraged to examine critically the influences, health determinants, inequities, barriers and strategies that 

shape our health and wellbeing. Students evaluate current trends and issues that impact health and wellbeing, and develop 

skills in agency and advocacy for change, while considering moral and ethical perspectives. They develop health-promoting 

initiatives and reflect on personal and community actions to promote and improve sustained outcomes.  

Students will also develop the knowledge and skills to empower them to make informed decisions regarding health and 

wellbeing. They will interact with community health agencies, engage in social actions, and use critical thinking skills to 

explore contemporary health and wellbeing issues. 

The following concepts are explored: 

• Health Literacy 

• Health Determinants 

• Social Equity 

• Health Promotion 

Assessment in Stage 2 Health and Wellbeing consists of school-based assessment (70%) and an external assessment (30%) 

and students are expected to show evidence of their critical thinking, application and reflective practice. School assessment 

includes two initiative tasks (40%), one of which is collaborative, and two folio tasks (30%). External assessment is one inquiry 

(30%).

Stage 2 Legal Studies (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Nil, but Stage 1 Legal Studies provides a useful foundation. It is assumed that students have, or are willing to 

develop, good reading, writing, and research skills, and the ability to work independently.

The focus of this course is the Australian legal system. Students are encouraged to examine critically the structures and 

processes of the Australian legal system, evaluating their effectiveness and considering ways in which the legal system can be 

more inclusive, efficient, and just. Students will be required to work with a range of information such as textbooks, newspaper 



articles, videos, and case histories. 

Students will develop an understanding of the origins and dynamic nature of the Australian legal system, the types of dispute 

that arise in a community, and of how the legal system can respond to them. They will develop the ability to think analytically 

and critically, apply legal principles, offer informed judgments, and communicate effectively to other people about legal ideas 

and issues.

The following topics are studied:

• The Australian Legal System

• Constitutional Government

• Law-making

• Justice Systems

Assessment in Legal Studies consists of school-based assessment (70%) and an externally assessed examination (30%). 

• Law-making

• Justice Systems

Assessment in Legal Studies consists of school-based assessment (70%) and an externally assessed examination (30%). 

Stage 2 Mathematical Methods (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Stage 1 Mathematical Methods course (2 semesters) at the A or B level.

Mathematical Methods develops an increasingly complex and sophisticated understanding of calculus and statistics. Students 

develop a deep understanding of the physical world by studying functions, their derivatives and integrals, mathematical 

modelling and relationships involving rates of change. The study of statistics allows students to describe and analyse 

phenomena that involve uncertainty and variation.

This subject provides the foundation for further study in mathematics, economics, computer science, and the physical 

sciences. When studied with Specialist Mathematics this subject can be a pathway to advanced engineering, physics or 

chemical engineering courses. Mathematical Methods also prepares students for courses and careers that may involve 

the use of statistics, such as health or social sciences. Assessment includes six Skills and Applications Tasks (50%), one 

Investigation (20%) and a final external examination (30%).



Stage 2 Specialist Mathematics (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Stage 1 Mathematical Methods course (2 semesters), Stage 1 Mathematics Specialist (2 units) at the A or B level 

and currently enrolled in or previously completed Stage 2 Mathematical Methods.

Mathematics Specialist includes the study of functions and calculus. It draws on and deepens students’ mathematical 

knowledge, skills, and understanding, and provides opportunities for students to develop their skills in using rigorous proofs 

and using mathematical models. 

       

Mathematics Specialist leads to tertiary courses such as engineering, computer science, and physical sciences. Studying this 

course will enhance the possibility of future careers in these related fields. Assessment includes six Skills and Applications 

Tasks (50%), one Investigation (20%) and a final external examination (30%).

Stage 2 General Mathematics (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Stage 1 Mathematics General or Stage 1 Mathematical Methods

General Mathematics extends students’ skills in ways that apply to practical problem solving. Topics cover a diverse range of 

applications of mathematics in the areas of personal finance management, statistical investigations process, modelling using 

linear and non-linear functions, and discrete modelling using networks matrices and discrete models.

This subject prepares students for entry to tertiary courses requiring a non-specialised background in mathematics.

Assessment includes five Skills and Applications Tasks (40%), two Investigations (30%) and a final external examination (30%)

Stage 2 Essential Mathematics (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Stage 1 Essential Mathematics at A or high B level, or Stage 1 Mathematics General.

Essential Mathematics gives students the opportunity to extend their mathematical skills in ways that apply to practical 

problem-solving in everyday and workplace contexts. Students apply their mathematics to diverse settings, including everyday 

calculations, financial management, business applications, measurement and geometry, and statistics in social contexts.

In Essential Mathematics there is an emphasis on developing students’ computational skills and expanding their ability to 

apply their mathematical skills in flexible and resourceful ways. This subject is intended for students planning to pursue a 

career in a range of trades or vocations.

Assessment includes five Skills and Application Tasks (30%), two Investigations (40%), and an external examination (30%).



Stage 2 Media (20 SACE Credits)

Students who have successfully completed Stage 1 Media can apply to take the Stage 2 course. While this is open to Year 11 

and Year 12 students, Year 12 is preferable for the maturity of students’ skills (particularly for the written components). 

Students will gain an understanding of how ideas are communicated and how audiences and individuals interpret, interact 

with, and respond to media. Students will gain knowledge, technical skills, and a critical understanding of media texts, 

products, and industries. Students will develop media literacy and production skills by critically observing media practice, 

critically analysing media texts, and creating dynamic media products.

Assessment consists of 3 components:

• Assessment Type 1: Folio (2 Media Explorations and 1 Interaction Study)

• Assessment Type 2: Product (2 Products + Producer’s Statements)

• Assessment Type 3: Investigation (1 task)

Stage 2 Modern History (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Successful completion of a Semester of History at Year 11.

Stage 2 Modern History involves the study of the following major topics:

Modern Nations Topic: Germany (1919–48) 

A background study introduces students to the end of the First World War, when the catastrophic experience of total war 

had caused horrific losses to peoples and nations and left Germany a devastated and divided nation. Focus areas include the 

liberal experiment, the road to dictatorship and the Nazi state in peace and war. 

The World since 1945 Topic: The Struggle for Peace in the Middle East (1945–)

Focus areas include a contested region, national and regional conflicts, peace processes and unresolved issues. 

School Assessment (70%) includes five Historical Skills Assessments:

• Research essay

• Historical Report

• Sources Analysis

• Essay: The rise of Hitler

• Film Study

External Assessment (30%): examination comprising one essay and a source analysis.



Stage 2 Music Explorations (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Year 11 Music. All students are expected to have had at least 4 years of instrumental 

tuition on their chosen instrument/voice and continue lessons during the course of the year. Students are expected to have 

at least 3 years of prior participation within an ensemble on their chosen instrument. 

Students experiment with, explore, and manipulate musical elements to learn the art of constructing and deconstructing 

Music. They develop and extend their musical literacy and skills through understanding the structural and stylistic features 

and conventions of music, expressing their musical ideas, and reflecting on and critiquing their learning in music. 

Topics covered include:

• Comparative analysis of two or more musical works

• A reflection and critique of one or more musical works presented in a live performance 

• A portfolio of musical performances or compositions

• Ensemble performance 

• Arranging  

Stage 2 Music: Ensemble Performance – Two Semesters (10 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Year 11 Music. All students are expected to have had at least 4 years of instrumental 

tuition on their chosen instrument/voice and continue lessons during the course of the year. Students are expected to have 

at least 3 years of prior participation within an ensemble on their chosen instrument. To attain 20 SACE Stage 2 credits 

students should pair this course with Stage 2 Music: Solo Performance.

In this course students develop their critical and creative thinking, and their aesthetic appreciation of music, through 

exploring and responding to music with others, and refining and presenting performances within an ensemble. They 

develop and extend their musical literacy and skills through understanding the structural and stylistic features of music 

within analysis, expressing their musical ideas during ensemble performance, and reflect on and critique their learning.

Topics covered include:

• Repertoire collection and research

• Ensemble performance workshops on performance etiquette, skill development and technique

• Ensemble performances of selected repertoire to a live audience, with a focus on leadership within the ensemble

• Ensemble masterclasses with industry professionals 

• Discussion and analysis of ensemble performance repertoire 

• Ensemble performance evaluation and critical thinking of student and group learning



Stage 2 Music: Solo Performance – Two Semesters (10 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Year 11 Music. All students are expected to have had at least 4 years of instrumental 

tuition on their chosen instrument/voice and continue lessons during the course of the year. Weekly hour lessons 

are recommended. To attain 20 SACE Stage 2 Credits students should pair this course with Stage 2 Music: Ensemble 

Performance.

In this course students develop their critical and creative thinking, and their aesthetic appreciation of music, through exploring 

and responding to the music of others, and refining and presenting solo performances. They develop and extend their 

musical literacy and skills through understanding the structural and stylistic features of music within analysis, expressing their 

musical ideas during performance, and reflect on and critique their learning. 

Topics covered include:

• Repertoire collection and research

• Solo performance workshops on performance etiquette, skill development and technique

• Solo performances of selected repertoire to a live audience 

• Masterclasses with industry professionals 

• Discussion and analysis of solo performance repertoire 

• Performance evaluation and critical thinking of student learning

 

Stage 2 Philosophy (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: none. However, previous experience with Philosophy, particularly at Stage 1 level is recommended.

This course continues the skills of Year 11 but will provide more depth in each of the Key Learning Areas of Ethics, 

Epistemology and Metaphysics.

Students will learn to analyse philosophical positions, to identify assumptions, to apply critical thinking skills and to 

communicate their ideas clearly.  

The topics for exploration include:

• Argument analysis skills

• Reason and the Existence of God

• Cultural epistemologies

• The Ethics of the Environment and Future obligations

• Free choice study

Assessment will involve six assessment tasks including: argument analysis, response to issues, and a Philosophical Issue Study 

on a negotiated topic (externally assessed).



Stage 2 Physical Education (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites:  An A or B grade in Stage 1 Physical Education is preferred.

Learning is delivered through an integrated approach where opportunities are provided for students to undertake, and learn 

through, a wide range of authentic physical activities (e.g. sports, theme-based games, laboratories, fitness and recreational 

activities).  

• Focus Area 1: In movement Application of energy sources, application of effects of training on physical performance, the 

ways biomechanics affects physical activity, application of learning theories and psychology of performance.

• Focus Area 2: Through movement Social psychology, psychology of sporting performance, barriers and enablers to 

physical activity.

• Focus Area 3: About movement Energy sources and physiological factors affecting physical performance, effects of 

training on performance, technological developments, psychological and motor learning theories and processes.

There are three summative assessment types in Stage 2 PE:

Assessment Type 1 (2 tasks 30%) Diagnostics: Students participate in physical activity and, using technology such as video 

analysis, apps and GPS, collect, analyse and evaluate evidence to demonstrate understanding and application of theory 

concepts.Assessment Type 2 (one task 40%) Improvement Analysis: Students participate in physical activity and, using 

compiled evidence, evaluate the improvement in their identified aspect and effectiveness of implemented strategies.

Assessment Type 3 (one task 30%) Group Dynamics: Students collaborate to participate and create a sporting competition 

and investigate the impact they can have on members of their team and the role the role they can play in making it a success.

Stage 2 Psychology (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Advised to have completed at least one semester of Stage 1 Psychology

Psychology aims to describe and explain both the universality of human experience and individual and cultural diversity. 

It also addresses the ways in which behaviour can be changed. Students undergo the learning of six topics in Stage 

2 Psychology (Introduction to Psychology, Social Cognition, Learning, Personality, Psychobiology of Altered States of 

Awareness, and Healthy Minds). These topics provide diversity and insight into a wealth of explanations of human thought, 

behaviour, and emotion. Student understanding is assessed through a collation of both tests, and assignments (40%). These 

all work to support learning for the end of year examination (30%). 

Since most of the dominant paradigms in psychology in the last hundred years have been scientific ones, this subject 

emphasises the construction of psychology as a scientific enterprise. Students follow the scientific method in the creation 

of two Research Investigations (30%) across the year (one collaborative, one independent). Psychology focuses on the 

study of human behaviour. It is therefore a useful study for a range of people-focused professions as well as an avenue for 

understandings which may inform personal growth and, in due course, approaches to parenting. 



Stage 2 Physics (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: to be confident of success in Stage 2 Physics, students should have achieved at least a ‘B’ grade in Stage 1 

Physics, and at least 65% in the end of year exam. 

This course covers the following topics:

• Projectile motion

• Forces and Momentum

• Circular Motion and Gravitation

• Einstein’s Relativity

• Electric Fields

• Motion of charged particles in Electric Fields

• Magnetic Fields

• Motion of changed particles in Magnetic Fields

• Wave Behaviour of Light

• Wave-Particle Duality

• Structure of the atom

• Standard Model (Subatomic particles)

The course consolidates and extends the skills developed in Year 11 Physics. An external written examination contributes 

30% of each student’s assessment. The school-based assessment comprises an Investigations Folio (30%) and Skills and 

Applications Tasks (40%).

Stage 2 Research Project – One Semester

The Research Project can be undertaken in Year 11 or 12. It is a compulsory course in which students must achieve a C- 

grade or higher to obtain their SACE. 

The Research Project is an exciting opportunity for students to develop research skills and extend their knowledge in a topic 

of interest, whilst developing project management, analysis and evaluation skills important for work and further study. It 

requires students to use their creativity and initiative, whilst developing key research, communication and presentation skills.

There are two Research Project courses offered in the SACE – Research Project A and Research Project B. Previously only 

Research Project B could contribute to a student’s Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR), but following changes made by 

SATAC, Research Project A can now also contribute to the ATAR. 

Research Project A assessments require slightly less content and lower word limits overall, but the primary difference 

between Research Project A and B is the final externally assessed (30%) component. Research Project A requires students to 

complete a Review, in which they reflect on their experiences during the Research Project, using language they are familiar 

with. Conversely, Research Project B involves the completion of an Evaluation, which requires high level evaluation, analytical 

and interpretation skills. Upon beginning the Research Project, students will need to determine if they intend to undertake 

Research Project A or B. This decision should be made in consultation with their Research Project teacher.



Stage 2 Industrial & Entrepreneurial Solutions - CAD (20 SACE Credits) 

Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of Stage 1 Industrial & Entrepreneurial Solutions – CAD

Stage 2 Industrial & Entrepreneurial Solutions - CAD provides an opportunity for students to extend their knowledge 

and understanding of mechanical and architectural design concepts. Products are produced to industry standards and 

showcased via narrated videos. Students can choose either Mechanical Design or Architectural Design as their basis for each 

assessment task.

The course focus is on developing designs that effectively communicate and showcase student developed product 

concepts, and on developing skills and understanding in design concepts and processes used in related industry fields.

Assessment tasks include Skills Tasks, Materials Research task, Minor Project, Folio and an associated Major Product of the 

student’s choice. This course leads to higher education in Engineering, Manufacturing, Construction, Architecture, Design or 

Drafting.

Stage 2 Material Solutions – Construction – (20 SACE Credits)

Material Solutions (Construction) at Year 12 will further develop the skills learnt in Year 11. Student work is based on the 

investigation,  design,  production  and  evaluation  of  products of  students’  own devising. As students are making their 

own designs, the cost of materials used for projects will be charged to the student.

This course is offered as a full year subject. The program will include components in Designing, Skills, Knowledge and 

Understanding and Issues. The requirements of students will involve: Examining market influences and technological 

issues, Product design, Production and evaluation, and Specialised skills tasks.

Stage 2 Visual Arts – Art OR Design (20 SACE Credits)

Prerequisites: Year 11 Art and / or Design

For students wishing to pursue their studies in the Visual Arts there are two choices. These are full-year subjects:

• Visual Arts – Art

• Visual Arts – Design

Whilst Art and Design both involve a high degree of imaginative thinking and visualisation their functions and outcomes are 

different. In both Art and Design, the three areas of Visual Thinking, Practical Resolution and Visual Arts in Context must be 

covered. Both subjects involve a 70% School Based Assessment component made up of two types of assessment:  

• Folio (40%)  

• Two Practical Major Works (30%). 

External assessment is a Visual Study worth 30%.



In Visual Arts students express ideas through practical work using drawings, sketches, diagrams, models, prototypes, 

photographs and/or audio-visual techniques leading to resolved pieces. Art practicals may take any of the following forms: 

film, installation, assemblage, digital imaging, painting, drawing, mixed media, printmaking, photography, wood, plastic, or 

metal fabrication, sculpture, ceramics, and/or textiles.

Students produce two practicals, which must be resolved works or one body of work. Design practicals may be categorised 

in the broad areas of product design, environmental design, graphic design, or visual communication. Students prepare a 

written practitioner’s statements for each practical. The Visual Study is an exploration of, and/or experimentation with, one 

or more styles, ideas, concepts, media, materials, methods, techniques, or technologies. Students base their exploration 

and/or experimentation on critical analysis of the work of other practitioners, individual research, and the development of 

visual thinking and/or technical skills. They present the findings of their visual study as well as their conclusions, insights, 

and personal opinions about aesthetics. This can be presented as twenty A3 pages of visual study with a maximum of 2000 

words.

Students will be individually counselled to determine which course best suits their individual needs and abilities. When 

entering their subject preferences, they will need to select either Visual Arts – Art or Visual Arts – Design. 

Vocational Education and Training (VET)
Vocational Education and Training (VET) forms an integral piece of the Australian education system. The sector partners 

with industry and government to equip people, particularly younger people, with workplace-specific skills and knowledge 

designed to meet current and future employment demands. Vocational Education and Training in schools involves courses 

in a range of areas that are vocationally oriented. Various private providers and TAFE offer these courses. Students may study 

the courses off-site, sometimes at other schools and they often involve a work placement component. Courses are nationally 

accredited, offer SACE credits and may help TAFE or even university entry. They can also be a pathway into apprenticeships 

and the workforce. The courses are offered both during school and after hours and a fee applies. 

For details of courses available and enrolment procedures, please contact VET Coordinator, Virginia Castine, at 

vcastine@stjohns.sa.edu.au



ATAR: Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank
The ATAR is an indicator of how well a student has 

performed relative to other students in the cohort. It is the 

primary criterion for entry into undergraduate-entry university 

programs in Australia. To obtain an ATAR students must 

complete the SACE, ensuring that 90 credits are achieved in 

Stage 2 subjects. Certain VET courses qualify for 20 Stage 2 

credits towards the ATAR. 

Core Subjects
Core subjects are compulsory subjects that all St John’s 

Grammar School students undertake. The core subjects 

change at different year levels, although English and 

Mathematics remain core subjects from Years 7 – 11. 

Electives
Subjects that students choose to study. Electives at different 

year levels are offered as semester-long or year-long courses. 

SACE
The South Australian Certificate of Education.

SACE Credits
The SACE is a credit-based qualification. Students must gain 

at least 200 credits to be awarded the SACE. Credits are 

awarded both at Stage 1 and Stage 2 level; these correspond 

with Year 11 and Year 12 level courses respectively. A 10-credit 

subject consists of approximately 60 hours of programmed 

teaching and learning time, and is generally considered to 

be a one-semester or half-year subject. A 20-credit subject 

consists of approximately 120 hours of programmed 

teaching and learning time, and is generally considered to be 

a full-year subject. Stage 1 credits contribute to the 200 total 

credits required for SACE completion, but cannot contribute 

toward a student’s ATAR.

Stage 1 
Is usually undertaken in Year 11. There are three compulsory 

Stage 1 requirements that most students complete in Year 

10 and 11: Achieving a C grade or higher in the PLP in Year 

10, plus two semesters of Stage 1 English, and achieving 

a C grade or higher in at least one semester of Stage 1 

Mathematics. 

Stage 2 
Is usually undertaken in Year 12. Following Stage 1, students 

earn the remainder of the 200 credits they need to complete 

their SACE. To achieve the SACE, at least 60 of the 200 

credits must be earned in Stage 2, and these must be three 

20-credit (full-year) subjects, or the VET equivalent.

Vocational Education and Training (VET)
Any training and assessment delivered by a registered training 

organisation that meets the requirements specified in 

national industry/enterprise training packages or in accredited 

courses. VET operates through training packages and 

state-accredited courses that are nationally recognised and 

registered by the National Training Information Service (NTIS).

Web Preferences 
An online application through which students and parents 

enter students’ subject selections. Information, including 

your child’s log in and subject selection instructions, will be 

distributed in Term 3.

Subject Selection Glossary


